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that, by. miffake, this Volume is marked 
Vol. I. which fhould be Vol, III. 
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SERMON L 
| The CharaSter of 
> S HIMEL 


Vou 1. B : 


SERMON I 


2 SAMUEL xix. 21. 1ft Part. 
But Abifoai faid, Shall not Shimei be 
put to death for this? —— 


——f T has not a good afpee¢-—— 
_ This is the fecond time .40i- 

feat has propofed Shimei?s . 
deftruétion ; once in the 16th chapter, 
on a fudden tranfport of indignation, 
when Shimei curfed David,—** Why 
‘ fbould this dead dog, cried Abifbai, | 
“° curfe my lord the king ? let me go over, 
‘* I pray thee, and cut off bis bead.” 
‘ 2——This had fomething at leaft of 
Bo gal- 


4 SERMON Tf. 

gallantry in its for in doing it, he 
_hazarded his own ; and befides the 
offender was not otherwife to be come 
at: the fecond time, 1s in the texts 
when the offender was abfolutely in 


their power———when the blood was 


cool; and the fuppliant was holding 
up his hands for mercy. 


 ==Shall not Shimei, anf{wered Abi- 
fhai, be put to death for this? So un- 
relenting a purfuit looks lefs like juf- 
tice than revenge, which is fo cow- 
ardly a paffion, that it renders Abifhai’s 
— fir inftance almoft inconfiftent with 
the fecond. I fhall not endeavour to 
reconcile them; but ‘confine the dif- 


courfe 


SERMON I $ 
courte fimply to Shimei; and make 
fach reflections upon his cpaae aS 
"may be of ufe to fociety. : 


2 Upon the news of his fon Abfalom’s - 
con{piracy, David had fled from Je- 
rufalem, and from his own houfe for 
fafety; the reprefentation given of the 
manner of it, is truly affecting: ——e 
never was a fcene of forrow fo full of 
diftrefs ! 


The king fled with all his houfhold 
“to fave himfelf from the fword of the 
man he loved: he fled with all the marks 
of humble forrow—°‘ with bis bead c6- 
ver’ d and barefoot ;” and as he went by 
the afcent of mount.Olivet, the facred 

8B 3 loa 
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hiftorian fays he wept—fome gladfome 
{cenes, perhaps, which there had pafs’d 
——fome hours of feftivity he had 
fhared with Abfalom in better days, 
prefied tenderly upon nature, he 
wept at this fad viciffitude of things : 


-—~and all the people that were with 
him, fmitten with his affliction, co- 
werd each man bis bead—weeping as 
he went up. , 


{t was on this occafion, when Da- 
vid had got to Bahurim, that Shimei 
‘the fon of Gera, as we read in the 
sth verfe, came out :—was it with the 
ehoiceft oils he could gather from 
mount Olivet, to pour into his wounds? 

—Times - 
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—Times and troubles had not done 
enough ; and thou camelt out, Shimei, 
to add thy portion—— _ 


© And as be cane, be curjed David, 
and threw ftones and caft duft at bim; 
and thus faid Shimei, when be curfed : 
Go to, thou man of Belial—thou baft 
fought blood,—and bebold thou art caught 
in thy own mifchief ; for now hath the 
Lord returned upon thee all the blood 
of Saul and bis boufe. 


_ There is no fmall degree of malici- 
ous Craft in fixing upon a feafon to 
give a mark of enmity and ill will: | 
a word,—a look, which at one time 
would make no impreffion—at an- 

_ B4 . other 
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other time wounds the heart ; and like 
a fhafc flying with the wind, pierces 
deep, which, with its own natural 
force, would fcarce have reached the 
object aimed at. 


This feemed to have been Shimei’s 
hopes: but excefs of malice makes 
men too quickfighted even for their 
own purpofe. Could Shimei poffibly 
have waited for the ebb of David’s 
paffions, and till the firft great con- 
flict within him had been over—then 
the reproach of being guilty of Saul’s 
blood muft have hurt him—his heart 
was poffeffed with other feelings—it 
bled for the deadly fing which Ab- 
falom had given him—he felt not 

| the 
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the indignity of a ftranger—Bebold, 
‘my fon Abfalcm, who came out of my 
bowels, feeketh my life—bow much more 
may Shimei do it?—let him alones it 
may be the Lord may look upon my affiic- 
tion, and requite me good for this evil.” 


An injury unanfwered in courfe 
grows weary of itfelf, and dies away 
in a voluntary remorfe, 


In bad difpofitions capable of no- 
reftraint but. fear——it has a different 
effect 


wrong provokes a fecond.—He pur- 


the filent digeftion of one 


fues him with the: fame invective ;. 
— andas David and bis men went by the 
wey, Shimei went along on the bill's 
_ fide 
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fide over againft him 5 and curd as be. 
went, and caft duft at bim. 


The infolence of bafe minds in fuc- 


eefs is boundlefs ; and would fcarce ad- 
mit of a comparifon, did not they’ 
themfelves furnifh us with ore in the 


degrees of their abjeétion when evil re- 


turns upon them—the fame poor heart | 


which excites ungenerous tempers to tri- 
umph over a fallen adverfary ; in fome 
inftances feems to exalt them above the 
point of courage, finks them in others 
Not unlike 
fome little particles of matter ftruck 
off from the furface of the dirt by fun- 


even below cowardice. 


fhine—Jance and {port there whilft it 


lafts—but the moment ’tis withdrawn 
—they 
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~—they fall down—for cut they are— 
and unto duit they will return 


whilft firmer and larger bodics preferve 
the ftations which nature has affigned 
them, fubjected to laws which no 
change of weather can alter, 


This Jaft, did not feem to be Shi- 
mei’s cafe; in ail David’s profperity, 
_ there is no mention made of him— 
he throft himfe'f forward into the cir- 
cle, and poffibly was number’d amongft 
friends and well-wifhers, 


When the fcene changes,and David’s 
troubles force him to leave his houfe 
in defpair—Shimei is the firft man we 
hear of, who comes out againft him,. 


The 
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The wheel turhs round once -more 5 
Abfalom is caft down and David re- 
turns in peace—Shimei fuits'his be- 
haviour to the occafion, and is the firft 
man alfo who haftes to greet him: 
and had the wheel turn’d round a hun- 
dred times, Shimei, I dare fay, in every 
period of its rotation, would have been 
uppermoft, | 


~ O Shimei! would to heaven when 


thou waft flain, that all thy family had | | 


been flain with thee; and not one_of 
thy refemblance left ! but ye have mul- 
tiplied exccedingly and replenifhed the 
earth ; and if I prophecy right] yeome: 
Ye will in the end /ubdue ir. 


There 
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_ There is not a character in the world 
which has fo bad an influence upon 
the affairs of it, as this of Shimei : 
whilft power meets with honeft checks, 
and the evils of life with honeft re- 
fuge, the world will never be undone : 
but thou, Shimei, haft fapp’d it at both 
extremes; for thou corrupteft prof- 
-perity—and ’tis thou who haft broken 
the heart of poverty: and fo long as 
- worthilefs fpirits, can be ambitious ones, 
*tis a character we fhall never want. 


O! it infefts the court-——the camp 
—the cabinet—it infefts the church— 


go where you will 


in every quar- 
ter, in every profeffion, you fee a 
Shimei following the wheels of the for- | 
tunate through thick mire and clay.— 


— Hafte, 
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—Hafte, Shimei!—hafle; or thou 


wile be undone for ever —— Shimet 


girdeth ap his loins and fpeedeth after 
Nim—behold the hand which governs 
takes the wheels from 


every thing, 
off his chariot, fo that he who driveth, 
driveth on heavily—Shimei doubles 
his fpeed—but ‘tis the contrary way 5 
he flics ‘ike the wind o’er a fandy de- 
fart, and the place thereof fhall know 


It no more 


ftay, Shimei! ’tis your 
your friend——~your bene- 


patron 
factor ;—’tis the man who has raifed 


you from the dunghil "tis all one 


to Shimei : Shimei is the barometer of 
every man’s fortunc; marks the rife 
and fall of it, with dll the variations 
from f{corching hot to freezing cold 

| | upon 
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upon his countenance, that the fimile 
will admit of. 


Is a cloud upon thy 
affairs ?—-fee—it hangs ever Shimei’s 
btow~——haft shou been fpoken for to 
the king or the captain of the hoft 
without fuccefs ? look’ not into the 
“the vacancy is fill’d 
up in Shimei’s face—art thou in debt ? 


eourt-kalendar— 


tho’ not to Shimei no matter 
—the worft officer cf the law tal 
net be more infolent. 


ee 


What then, Shimei, is the cuilt of 
poverty fo black—is it of fo general a 
concern, that thou and all thy family 
muft rile up as one man to reproach 
it ?——when it loft every thing—did 
it lof the right to pity toe? or did 


3 he 
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_he who maketh poor as well as maketh’ 
: rich ftrip it of its natural powers ‘to 
mollify the hearts and fupple the tem- 
per of your race ?——Truft me, ye have 
much to-anfwer for ; it is this treat- 
ment which it has ever met with from 
fpirits like yours, which has gradually 
taught the world to look upon it as 
the greateft of evils, and fhun it as 


the worft difgrace and what is it, 
J befeech you what is it that man 


will not do, to keep clear of fo fore 


an imputation and punifhment ?—is it 
not, to fly from this, that be rifes 
early—late takes reft ; and eats the bread 
of carefulnefs?——that he plots, con- 
trives—{wears—-lies—-fhuffles—-puts 
on all fhapes—tries all garments,——~ 

6 wears 
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wears them, with this, or that fide 
outward—yjuft as it favours his efcape, 


They who have confidered our na- 
ture, affirm, that fhame and difgrace 
ate two of the moft infupportable evils 
of human life: the courage and fpirits 
of many have mafter’d other mi:for- 
tunes and borne themfelves up againtft 
them ; but the wifeft and beft of fouls 
have not been a match for thefe ; and 
we have many a tragical inftance on res 
cord, what greater evils have been run 
into, merely to avoid this one. 


Without this tax of infamy, povet-— 
ty, with all the burdens it lays upoa 
our flefh—fo long as it is virtuous, 

Vot.I. , C could 


? 
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could never break the fpirits of a man; 
all it’s hunger, and pain and naked- 
nefs, are nothing to it they have fome 
counterpoife of good; and befides they 
are directed by providence, and mutt 
be fubmitted to: but thofe are affliGions 
not from the hand of Gop or nature— 
z for they do come forth of the pust, 
and moft properly may be faid to /pring - 
cut of the GRouND, and this is the rea- 
fon they lay fuch ftrefs upon our 
patience,—and in the end, create fuch 
a diftruft of the world, as makes us 
look up—and pray, Let me fall ixto 
thy hands, O Ged! but let me not falt 
into the hands of men.? 


Agree- 
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_, Agreeable to this was the advice of 
Eliphas to Job in the day of his dif- 
trefs ;———*_ acquaint thy/elf, faid he, 
now with God :’’—indeed his poverty 


feem’d to. have left him no other: the 
fwords of the Sabeans had frightened 
them away——all but a few friends; 
und of what kind they. were, the very 
proverb, of $ob’s comforters cae 
enough. 


It is an inftance which gives one 
great concern for human nature, ‘* That 
aman, who always wept for him who 
was in trouble ;———who never faw any 
perifo for want of cloatbing ;—who ne- 
ver fuffered the firanger to ledge im the 

C2. rect, 
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fercet, but opened bis door to the travel- 
ler »-—that a man of fo good a cha- 
ra€ter,——°¢ that be never caufed the eyes 
of the widow to fail,—or bad eaten bts 
morfel by bimfelf alone, and the father- 


Tels had not eaten thereof ;’—that fuch 


a man, the moment he fell into po- 
verty, fhould have occafion to cry out 
for quarter,—-HHave mercy upon me, O 
my friends! for ibe band of God bas 

Gentlenefs and hu- 


touched me. 
tmanity (one would think) would mele 
the hardeft heart and charm the fierceft 
fpirit 3’ bind up the moft violent hand, 
and ftill the moft abufive tongue :— 
but the experiment failed in a ftronger 


inftance of him, whofe meat and drink 
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it was.to do us good ; and in purfuit 
of which, whofe whole life was a con- 
tinued fcene of kindnefs and of infults, 
for which we muft go back to the 
fame explanation with which we fet 
out,—-and that is, the fcandal of po- 
verty | 


“This fellow, we know not whence 
be is? ——was the popular ciy of one 
part; and with thofe who feemed to 
know better, the quere, did not leffen 
the difgrace :—Is not this the carpen- 
ter, the fon of Mary ?—of Mary !— 
great Gop of Ifrael !. What !—of the 
-meaneft of thy people! (for be bad not 
vegarded ibe low eftate of his hand- 

| C 3 maiden) 
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maiden)—and of the pooreft too! (for - 
fhe had not a Jamb to offer, but was 
purified as Mofes directed in fuch a 
cafe, by the oblation of a turtle 
dove. ee 


That the Saviour of their nation, 
could be poor, and not have where to 
Jay his head, 
be forgiven: and tho’ the purity of 
his doctrine, and the works which he 
had done in its fupport, were ftronger 


was a crime nevef to 


arguments on its fide, than his humi- 
yet the 
offence Rill remaineds—they looked 


Jiation could be againft it, 


for the redemption of Ifrael’,; but they 
would have it only in thofe dreams 
| of 


of power which filled their imagina- 
tion———~ 


— Ye Wc weigh the worth of all 
things only in the gold-fmith’s ba- 
Jance !——was this religion for you a 
a religion whofe appearance was not. 
great and {plendid;——but looked thin 
and meagre, and whofe principles and 
promifes fhewed more like the curfes 
of the law, than its bleffings :-——for 
they called for {offerings and pro- 
mifed little but perfecutions. 


In truth it is not eafy for tribulation 
er diftrefs, for nakednefs or famine, to 
make many converts out of pride ; or 
| © 4. srecons 
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reconcile a worldly heart to the fcorn 


and reproaches, which were fure to be - 


the portion of every one who believed 
a myftery fo difcredited by the world, 


and fo unpalatable to all its paffions 


and pleafures, 


But to bring this fermon to its pra- 


per conclufion, 


_ If Aftrea or Juttice never. finally 
took her leave of the world, till the 
day that poverty firft became ridicu- 
lous, it is matter of confolation, that 
the Gop of J uftice is ever Over uS;— 
that whatever outrages the lownefs of 
our condition may be expofed to, from 

-_ a mean 
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@ mean and undifcerning world,— 


that we walk in the prefence of the 
greareft and moft generous of Beings, 
who is infinitely removed from cruelty 
and ftraitnefs of mind, and all thofe 
little and illiberal paffions, with which 
we hourly infule each other. 


The worft part of mankind, are 
_not always to be conqucred—but if 


they are tis by the imitation of 
thefe qualities which muft do it:— 
*tis true—as I’ve fhewn——they may 
fails but ftill all is not loft, ——for if 
we conquer not the world,———in the 
very attempts to do it, we fhall at 
leaft conquer ourfelves, and lay the 
foundation of our peace (where it 
pught to be) within our own hearts. — 


Pad 
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The Cafe of Hezekiah and 
the Meffengers. 


Preached before his Excellency 
the Earl of Hertrorp. 


At Paris, 1763. — 
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2 KINGS xx. 15. 
And be faid, W bat have they feen in thine . 
boufe ? and Hezekiah anfwered, All 
- the things that are in my boufe have 
they feen there is nothing amongft 


all my treafures that I have not foewn 
bem. | 


sia ND where was the harm, 


& you'll fay, in all this? 


‘¢ An eaftern prince, the fon of Ba- 
ladine, had fent meflengers with pre- — 
fents as far as from Babylon, to con- 

6 gratulate 
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gratulate Hezekiah upon the recovery 
from his ficknefs; and Hezekiah, who 
was a good prince, acted confiftently 
with himfelf: be received and enter- 
tained the men and bearkened unto them, 
and before he fent them away, he | 


 courteoufly fhewed them all that was 


worth a ftranger’s curiofity in his 


houfe and in his kingdom,——and in 
this, feemed only to have difcharged 
himfelf. of what urbanity or the eé- 
guette of courts might require. Note 
withftanding this, in the verfe which 
immediately follows the text, we find 
he had done amifs ; and as a punith- 
ment for it, that all his riches, which 
his forefathers had laid up in ftore 

unto 
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anto that day, were threatened to be 
carried away in triumph to Babylea, 
othe very place from whence the 
mefiengers had come. 7 | 


A hard return! and what his beha- 
viour does not feem to have deferved. 
To fet this matter in a clear light, it 
will be neceffary to enlarge upon the - 
whole ftory,———the reflections which 
_ will arife out of it, as we go along, ; 


may help us at leaft, I hope they 


will be of ufe on their own account. 


After the miraculous defeat of the 
Affyrians, we read in the beginning of 
this chapter, that Hezekiah was ‘fick 

4 ever 
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even unto death ; and that Gop fends 
the prophet Ifaiah, with the unwel- 
come meflage, That he fhould fet bis 
boufe in order, for that be qe dit, 
and not live. 


There are many inftances of men, 
who have received fuch news with the 
greateft eafe of mind, and even enter- 
tained the thoughts of it with {miles 
upon their countenances,—and this, 
either from: ftrength of {pirits and the 
natural chearfulnefs of their temper,— 
or that, they knew the world, —and 
cared not for it,——or expected a bet- 
ter——— yet thoufands of good men 
with all the sa of philofophy, and 
| apaintt 
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againft all the affurances of a well fpent 
life, that the change muft be. to their 
account,—upon the approach of death 
have ftill lean’d towards this world, 
and wanted fpirits and refolution to 
bear the fhock of a feparation from it 
_ for ever. 


_ This in fome meafure feemed to 
have been Hezekiah’s cafe; for tho’ 
he had walkcd before Gop in truth, 
and with a perfect heart, and had done 


that which was good in his fight, 
yet we find that the hafty fummons 
afflicted him greatly ; 


that upon 
the delivery of the meffage he wept 


fore ; 


that he turned his face to- 
Vou. I, D . wards 


3 SERMON. JIL 

wards the wall,—-——perbaps for the 

greater fecrecy of his devotion, and 

chat, by withdrawing bimfelf chus from 

all external objects, he might offer up. 
his prayer untd &is Gop, with greater 
and more fervent attention, 


And he pray’d, and faid, O 
Lorp! I befeech thee remember-—— 
O Hezekiah ! How couldft thou fear 
that Gop had fergotten thee ? or, 
Hew could thow doubt of his re- 
membrance of thy integrity, when he 
called thee to receive it’s recompence ? 


But here it appears of what mate- 
tials man is made: he purfues happi- 


I ne's— 
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nefs——-and yet is fo content with 
mifery, that he would wander for ever 


in this dark vale of it, and fay, 
s* It is good, Lord! to be bere, and 
vo build ‘tabernaches of reft:’ and fe 
long as we are cloathed with fieth, 
and neture has fo great a fhare within 
us, it is no wonder if thar part claims. 
it’s right, and pleads for the fweertne(s 
Of life, notwithftanding all it’s care 


and difappointments. 


This natural weaknefs, no doubr, 
had its weight in Hezekiah’s earneft 
prayer for life: and yee from the fuc- 
cefs it met with, aad the immediate 
change of Gon’s purpofe thereupon, 

D 2 it 
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itis hard to imagine,. but that it muft 


have been accompanied with fome me- 


_ ritorious and more generous motive: 


and if we fuppofe, as fome have 
done, that he turned his face towards 
the wall, becaufe that part of his 
chamber looked towards the temple, 
the care of whofe prefervation lay next 
his heart, we may confiftently enough 
give this fenfe to his prayer. 


“ O God! remember how I have 


‘¢ walked before thee in truth ; 


‘© how much I have done to refcue 


“* thy religion from error and falf- 


<< hood 3———thou: knoweft that the 


« eyes of the world are fixed upon me, _ 


6 . : 66 as 
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as one that hath forfaken their ido- 


Jatry, and reftored thy worfhip s— 


that I ftand in the midft of a crooked 
and corrupt generation, which looks 
thro” all my actions, and watches 
all events which happen to me: if 
now they fhall fee me fnatched 
away in the midft of my days and 
fervice, How wiil thy great name 
fuffer in my extinction? Will not 
the heathen fay, This it is, to ferve 
the Gop of Ifrael!_——How faith- 
fully did Hezekiah walk before 
him ?—What enemies did he bring 
upon himfelf, in too warmly pro- 
moting his worfhip? and now when 
the hour of ficknefs and diftrefs 


D 3 “ came 
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«* came upon him, and he moft waated 
“* the aid of his Gop :—+behold how 
* he was an i 

It is not unreafonable, to afetibe 
fome fuch pious and more difinterefted 
motive to Hezekiah’s defire of life, 
from the iffue and fuccefs of his prayer: 
-——for it Came to pafs before Lfaiah 
bad gone out into the middle court, that 


ihe word of the Lord came to bim, fay- 


ing, Turn again and tell Hezekiab I bave 
beard bis prayer, I have feen bis tears, 
ang bebold I will beal him. 


It was upon this occafion, as we read 


“tn the 12th verfe of this chapter, that 


Baracock- 
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Baradock-baladan, fon of Baladine 
king of Babylon, fent letters and a 
prefent unto Hezekiah: he had heard 
. the fame of his Gcknefs and recovery ; 
for as the Chaldeans were great fearch- 
ers into the fecrets of nature, efpecially 
into the mations of the celeftial bo- 
dies, in ali probability they had taken 
hotice at that diftance, of the range 
appearance of the fhadow’s returning 
ten degrees backwards upon their dials, 
and had enquired and learned upon 
what account, and 10 whofe favour 
fuch a fign was gived; fo that this 
aftronomical miracle, befides the po- 
litical motive which ic would fuggett 
of courting fuch s favourite. of hea- 
D 4 ven, 


40 SERMON IL, 

ven, had been fufficient by itfelf to have 
led a curious people as far as Jeru- 
falem, that they might fee the man for 
whofe fake the fun had forfook his 
courfe, 


~ And here we fee how hard it is to 


ftand the fhock of profperity,———and 


how much truer a proof we give of 
our ftrength in that extreme of life, 
than in the other, : 
‘In all the trials of adverfity, we find 
that Hezekiah behaved well,——no- 
thing unman’d him: when. befieged 
by the Affyrian hoft, which fhut him 
sp in Jerufalem, and threaten’d his 

deftruc- 
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deftru€tion,—he ftood unfhaken and 
depended upon Gop’s fuccour.——~ 
When caft down upon his bed of 
-ficknefs, and threaten’d with death, 
he meekly turn’d his face towards the 


wall, 


——wept and pray’d, and de- 
pended upon Gop’s mercy :—but no 
fooner does profperiry return upon 
_ him, and the meffengers from a far 
country come to pay the flattering ho- 
mage due to his greatnefs, .and the 
extraordinary felicity.of his life, bur 
he turns giddy, and finks under the 
weight of his good fortune, and with 
a tranfport unbecoming a wife man 
upon it, — tis faid, he hearken’d unto’ 
the men, and fhew’d them all the 

houfe 
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houfe of his precious things, the fil- 
ver and the pokl, the fpices and the 
precious ointments, and all the houfe 
of his armour, and all chat was found: 
in his treafures ; that there was nothing 
in his houfe, nor in his dominions, chat 
Hezekiah thew’d them not: for tho” 
it is not exprefsly faid here, (tho? it is 
in the parallel paffage in Chronicles) 
nor is he charged by the prophet thar, 
he did this out of vanity.and a weak 
tranfport of oftentation ;—-—yet as we 
are fure, Gop could not be offended. 
but where there was a real crime, we | 
might reafonably conclude that this 
was his, and that he who fearches into 
the heart of man, beheld that his was 
| core 
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corrupted with the bleffings he. had 
given him; and that ic was jut to 
_ make what was the octafion of his 
pride, become the inftrument of his 
punifhment, by decreeing, that all the 
riches he had laid up in ftore wntik 
that day, fhould be carried away in 
triumph to Babylon, the very place 
from whence the meffengers had come 
who had been eye-witnefies of his 
folly. | 


© © Hezekiah! How couldft thoa 
‘¢ provoke Gop to bring this judg- 
“ mene upon thee? How could thy 
= fpirie, all-meek and gentle as it 
** was, have ever fallen into this fnare? 
6 Were 
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Were thy treafures rich as the earth 
—What! was thy heart fo vain as 
to be lifted up therewith ? Was not 
all that was valuable in the world— 
nay, was not heaven itfelf almoft 
at thy command whilft thou waft 
humble? and, How was it, that 
thou couldft barter away all this, for 
what was lighter than a bubble, and 
defecrate an action fo full of cour- 


tely and kindnefs as thine appeared 
to be, by fuffering it to take it’s 


rife from fo polluted a fountain ?”’ 


There is fcarce any thing «which the 


heart more .unwillingly bears, than an 
analyfis of this kind. 


We 


4 
as 
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We are a ftrange compound ; and 
fomething foreign from what charity 
would fufpect, fo eternally twifts itfelf 
into what we do, that not only in mo- 
mentous concerns, where intereft lifts . 
under it all the powers of difguife,— 


but even in the moft indifferent of 


our actions,—not worth a fallacy 
by force of habit, we continue it: fo 
that whatever a man is about, ——obh- 
he ftands arm’d infide 


and out with two motives; an often- 
fible one for the woxld, 


ferve him, 


and an- 


other which he referves for his own 
private ule;—this, you may fay, the 
world has-no concern with: it might 
have been fo; but by obtruding the 


wrong 
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wrong Motive upon the world, and 
ftealing from it a charaéter, inftead of 
winning one ;-——- we give it a right 
and a temptation aleng with k, to en- 


quire into the affair. 


The motives of the ove for doing 
it, are often little better than the others 
for deferving it. Let us fee if fome 
focial virtue may not be extracted 
from the errors of both the one and 
the other. 


Vani ry bids all her fons to be gee 
neraus and brave,—---and her daugh- 
ters to be chafte and ecourteovs.—— 
But why do we want her inftruétions ¢ 


— AIK: 


! 
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~——-Atk. the comedian who is taught 
a part he feels not-——~— | 


Is it that the principles of religion - 
want ftreneth, or chat the real paffion 
for what is good and worthy will noe 
Gop! thou 
knoweft they carry. us too high 
we want not to be—bat 10 feem— 


carry us high enough? 


Look out of your door,—take no- 
tice of that man: fee what difquieting, 
intriguing and fhifting, he is content 
to go through, merely to be thought . 


a man of plain dealing: three 


grains of honefty would. fave him all 
this trouble :——alas! he has them 
not_.—— 


‘Behold 
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Behold a fecond, under a fhew of 
piety hiding the impurities of a de- 
~ bauched life:——he is juft entering 
the houfe of Gop : 


more pure—or lefs pious :—but then 


would ‘he was 


-he could not gain his point, 


Obferve a third going on almoft in 
the fame track,—-with what an in- 
flexible fanctity of deportment, he fu- 
ftains himfelf as he advances :—every 


Jine in his face writes abftinence ; 


every ftride looks like a check upon 
his defires : fee, I befeech you, how he 
is cloak’d up with fermons, prayers 
and facraments ; and fo bemuffled 


with 
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with the externals of religion, that he. 
has not a hand £0 {pare for a worldly 
purpofe she has armour at leaft-— 
Why does he put it on? Is tkere no 
{-rving Gop without all this? Mutt 
the garb of religion be extended fo 
wide to the danger of it’s rendinz?— 
Yes truly, or it will not hide the {e- 
crete—-eand, What is that ? 


That the faint has no religion _ 
at all. 

————But here comes GENEROSITY ; 
giving 


not to a decayed artift— 
but to the arts and fciences themfelves. 
—See,—he builds not a chamber in the 

Vou. I, E wall 
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—quall apart for the prophet ;. but whole 
{chools and colleges for thofe who 


come after. Lorp! how zhey will 


ris in capitals 


magnify his name! 
already; the firft—the higheft, in the 
| gilded rent-roll of every hofpical and 


afylum 


——One honeft tear fhed in private 
over the unfortunate, is worth it all. 


What a problematic fet of creatures 


does fimulation make us! Who would 


divine that all thac anxiety and cone. 


cern fo vifible in the airs of one half of 


that great. afiembly fhould arife from 


nothing -elfe, but that the other half 


of — 


ee — 
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‘ef it may think them to be men of 
confequence, ‘penetration, parts and 
condua ?— What a noife amoneft the 
claimants about it? Behold Humility, 


out of mere pride, and honefty al- 


moft out of knavery :——Chaftity, ne- 


and cou- 


ver once in ‘harm’s way,— 
rage, like a Spanifh foldier upon an 


Italian ftage—a bladder full of wind.— 


—  eee=Hark! that, the found of thac 


let not my foldier run, 


trumpet, 


tis fome good Chriftian giving: 
alms. O, Pity, thou gentleft of hu- 
man paffions! fofe and tender are thy 
notes, and 1 accord they with fo loud 
an inftrument. 

| K 2 Thus 
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“Thus fomething jars, and will for 
‘ever jar in thefe cafes: impofture 1s 
ali diffonance, Jet what mafter fo ever 


of it, andertake the parts let him bars 


-monize and modulate it as he may, 
ene tone will contradict another : ; and 
whilft we have ears to hear, we thal 
diftinguith j it: *tis truth only which is 
confiftent and ever in harmony with 
irfelf: ic fits upon.our lips, like the 
natural notes of fome melodies, ready 
to ‘drop out, whether we will or nO 5 
_——it racks no invention’ to Jet our 
{elves alone,—and heeds fear no critick, 


to have the fame excellency inthe heart 


“which appears in the action, - 


Te 
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It is a. pleafing ablufion the fcripture 
- gnakes ule of in calling us fomerimes 
2. houfe, and fometimes a temple, ac- 
eording to the mere or lefs exalted 
qualities of the fpiritual gueft which is - 
ladged within us : whether this is the 
__-peecife ground of the diftinétion, 1 wilk 
‘pot affirm; but thug much may be 
faid, that, if we are to be temples, 
-*tis rath and finglenefs of heart which 
_amutt make the dedication : tis this 
_ which muft firft diftinguith them from 
 ghe unhallowed pile, where dirty tricks 
_ and impofitions are practifed by the 
hofé: upon the traveller, who tarries 
but for a moment and returns not | 
again. | | _ 
Oe E3 .° £xWe 


¢ 
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We all take notice, how clofe and 


referved people are; but we do not 


take notice at the fame time, that 


"every one may have fomething to con-- 


- eeal, as well as ourfelves ; and that 
we are only marking the diftances, 
and taking the meafures of felf-defence 


from each other, in the.very inftances 


we complain of: this is fo true, that 


there is fcarce any: character fo rare, 
as a man of a real open and generous 
integrity,——~—who carries his heart in 
his hand,——who fays the thing he 
thinks ; and does the thing he pre- 
_ tends. Tho’ no one can diflike the cha- 
racter, m= yet, Difcretion generally 


fakes 


on ies we. -. 


ae Oa eS er 


=. Me 
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; fhakes her head, —and the world foon. 


lets him into-the reafon. 


“© O that I bad in the wilderne/s a 
“* lodging of way faring men ! that I 
“* might leave fuch a people and go 
es from them.’? Where is the. man. 
of a nice ‘fénfe of truth and trong | 
feelings, feom whom the duplicity of 
tne world, has not at one time or other 
wrung the fame wifh; and where lies 
the wildernefs to which fome one has. 
not fled, from the fame melancholy 
impulle ? — | 

J 

Thus much for. thofe who give oc- 

cafion to be thought ill: of :——let us 
zB, | fay 
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fay.a word or two. unto thofe who: 


take it. 


But to avoid all common-place. 


cant, as much as I can on this head, 


——TI will forbear to fay, becaufe I. 


do not think it,——that ’tis a breach 
of Chriftian charity to think or fpeak 


evil of our neighbour, &c. ° 


———— We cannot avoid it : our opi- - 
nions mutt follow the evidence; and 
we are perpetually in fuch engage. 
ments and fituations, that ’tis our du-' _ 


ties to fpeak what our opinions are—= 


but Gop forbid, that this ever fhould 


be done, but from its beft motive— . 


the 


\ 
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the fenfe of what is due to virtue, 
governed by dilcretion and the utmott 
fellow feeling : were we to go on other- 
wife, beginning with the great broad. 
eloak of, hypocrify, and. fo dawn 
‘through all its littk trimmings and 
facings, tearing away without. mercy 
atl that Jook’d feemly,——-we fhould 
leave but a<atter’d world of ict. 


But I confine what I have to fay to 
a character lefs equivocal, and which 
takes up too much room in the world: 
it is that of thofe, who from a gene- 
_ yal diftroft ‘of all that looks difinte- - 
refted, finding nothing to blame in— 
an sition, and perhaps much to: ads. 


mire 
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mire in it,———immediately fall foul 


upon it’s motives: Does Fol /erve God 
for ncught ? What a vile infinuetion ! 
befiies, the queftion was not, whe- 
ther Job was a rich man @r a poor: 
man ;—but, whether he was a man of 
integrity or no? and the appearances: 
were ftrong on. his fide: indeed it 
might have been otherwife; it was 
‘pofible Job might be infincere, and 
the devil took the advantage of the 
die for it. — 


It is a bad picture, and done by a 
terrible matter, and yet we are always 
copying it, Does a man from seal 
conviction of. heart forfake his vices ¢ 
| ee the, 
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-—-—the pofition is not to be allowed, 


-no; his vices have forfaken 


him, 


Does: @ pure virgin fear Gop and 
fay her prayers :——~fhe_ is in her 
climacterick, 


Does humanity cloath and educate 
the unknown orphan ?——Poverty | 
fee! is. 
he not the father of the child? Thus 
do we rob heroes of the belt part of 


thou haft no. genealogies : 


their gl ‘ry—their virtue. Take away 
the motive of the aét, you take away, 
all chut is worth’ having in it ;—wreft 
it to ungenerous ends, you load the 

_ Virtuous 
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virtuous man who did it, with infa- 
my ;—unda it all-——I_ befeech you: 
give him back his honour,—-reftare 
the jewel you have taken from fine 


replace him in the eye of thg worid— 
"ment i$ (00 fate. 


It is painful to utter the reproaches 
which fhould come in here.——lI will 
troft them with yourfelves: in coming 
from that quarter, they will more na- 
3 turally produce fuch fruits as will not 
fet your teeth on edge——for they 
will be the fruits of love and gacd 
will, to the praife of Gop and the 
happinefs of the world, which I | 
with, 


SER- 
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The LEVITE and his 
CONCUBINE 


% 
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JUDGES xix. 1, 2, 3. 


And it came to pafs in thofe days, when 
there was no king in Ifrael, ihat there 
was @ certain Levite fojourning on 
the fide of mount Ephraim, who took 
unto bim a concubine. | 


—— A CONCUBINE!—but 
; the text accounts for ir, 
for in thofe days there was no king in If- 
rael, and the Levite, you will fay, 
like every other man in iz, did what 
was right in his own eyes,———and fo, 
you may add, did his concubine too— 
6 fer 
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_ for fre played the whore againt bin, 


and went away.~——e 


~——Phen fhame and grief go with 
her, and whereever fhe fecks a thelter, 
may the hand of juftice fhus the door 
againtt her—— | . 


~ 


“ther’s poufe in Bethlehem-judah, and 
was with him four whole nionths. 
——Bleffed interval for meditation 
upon the ficklenefs and vanity cf this 
world and. it’s pleafures | I fee the 
holy man. upon his knees, ——with 
hands comprefied to his bofom, and 
with h uplifted eyes, . thanking heaven, 

: 4 that 


Nor fos for the, went..unto her fa-— 


= rn rte wt 2s -. 


ate ee 
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‘What the object which had’ fo long 
fhared his affections, was fled. 


’ 


_ The text gives a different picture 
of his fituation ; for be arofe and went 
‘after her to fpzak friendly to ber, and to 
bring her back again, having bis fer- 
vant with him, and a couple of affes; 
and fee brought him unto ber father’s 
boufe,; and when the father of the dam- 
fel faw bim, be rejoiced to meet bim.— 


A moft- fentimental group ! 


you'll fay : and fo it is, my good com> 
' -mentator, the world talks of every : 
thing: give but the outlines of a fto. 
Ty, let /pleen or prudery fnatch the 
. Vor. I. F pencil, 
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pencil, and they -will fnifh it with: fo 
many- hard ftrokes, and with fo,dirty. 
a colouring,. that candour and courtefy 
will fit in torture as they look. at it— 
Gentle and virtuous fpirits! ye who- 
know not what it is to be rigid in- 
ferpreters; but of your own failings, 
———to you, I addrefs myfelf, the un- 
hired ‘advocates for the conduct of. 
whence is it, thar 


the mifguided, 
the: world is not more jealous of 
your office ? How often muft ye re- 
peat it, ‘* That fuch a one’s doing fo 
or. fo,”—is not fufficient evidence by - 
itfelf to overthrow the accufed ? Thar. 
our actions ftand furrounced with a — 
theufand circumftances which do not. 

7 prefent 
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prefent theméelves at firft Gobet j=eher 
the firt fprings and motives which 
impell’d the unfortunate, lie deeper 
Rill ;——and, that’ of the millions 
which every hour are arraign’d, thou- 
fands of them may have err’d. merely 
from the bead, and been actually -out- ; 
witted into evil; and even when from 
the heart,——that the difficulties and 
temptations ‘under which they ated, 
——the force of the paffions, ——the 
fuitablenefs of the object, and the 
many ‘ftruggles of virtue before fhe 
fell, 
from juftice to the judgment feat of 
pity. o3 4 * 3 


may be fo many appeals. 


5. 


F 2 , Eere. 
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~ Hete then‘Iet us ftop a moment, 
and give the ftory of the Levite and 


" lyis' Concubine a fecond hearing: like 


all others much of it depends upon 


the telling ; and as the Scripture has _ 


left us no kind of comment upon it, 


‘tis a ftory on which the heart cannot. 


be ata lofs for what to fay, or the 
imagination for what to fuppok— 
the danger is, hamanity may _ too 
much. | 


- a7, if came to ‘pafs in ‘thoje days 


‘snbén there was no king in Ifrael, that 


4 .ctriain Levite fojourning on the fide 


‘of mount. ssiticaaill took unto bimfelf 
@ een chmceiomeemees 2 


O Abealtaun: | 


—v 


> 
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_ © Abraham, thoy: ‘father of the 
faithful.!: if this was. wrong,——-Why 
didft thou fet fo enf{naring an example 
before :the eyes’ of thy. defcendants? . 
and,, Why did the Gop of Abraham, 
the Gop of Ifaac and Jacob, blefs ‘fo 
often the feed of fuch intercourfes, 
and promife to multiply and make 
princes come owt of them 2. 


-Goo can-difpenfe with his own. : 
laws; and accordingly we find the. 
holiett. of the patriarchs, and, others 
in Scripture whofe hearts cleaved moft 
unto Gop, accommodating, themfelves: 
as well .as. they. could: to: the difpen- 
fation: that Abraham had. Hagar s—- 
Hee eae 28 KB 3, | that: 


~ 
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that’ Jacob, ‘befides his two wives, 
Rachael and Leah, took alfo unto 
him Zilpah and Bilhah, from whom 
many of the tribes defcended :—that 
David had ‘feven wives and‘ten con- 
cubines ;~——Rehoboam, fixty,—and 
_ that, in whatever cafes it became re- 
proachable, it feemed ‘not fo much 
the thing itfélf, as the abufe of it, 
which made it fo; this was remark~ 
able in that of Solomon, whofe ex- 
cefs became an infult upon the privi- 
ltges of mankind; for by the fame 
plan’ of luxury, which ‘made it ne-_ 
ceffiry to have forty thoufand ftalls 
of horfes,—he‘had -unforrunately mif- 
‘calculated his other wants, and fo had 
Se Jeven 
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feven hundred wives, and three ‘hun 
‘dred concubines.a——- sk, 


- Wife-=—-deluded man! was it not 
that thou madeft feme amends for 
thy bad practice, by thy good preach- 
ing, what had become of thee!-— 
three hundred —but let us turn 
afide, I befeech you, from fo fad a 
{tumbling block. 


The Levite had but one. ‘The 
Hebrew word imports a woman a 
concubine, or a wife a ‘concubine, to 

diftinguith her from the -more infa- 
mous fpecies, who came. under the 
roofs of the licentious without: prin- 

F 4 ‘ciple 
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ciple. ‘:Our aanotators tell us,: that ia 
Jewith wconomicks; thefe.differ’d lithe 
from: the wife, except .in fome out- 
ward ceremonies and ftipulations, but: 
apteed with -herin all the true-effences’ 
of marriage, and. gave. themfel ves up: 
to the hufband, (for fo he is ‘call’d). 
with faich: plighted, - with eee: 
and with affeétion. | 


Such a one the Levite wanted. ra. 
Share -his folicdde, and fill up that’ 
wncomfortable blank. in the- heart 
E. fuch a fituation; for notwithftanding 

all we meet. with in books, in. many 
; of: which, no doubt, there are a good” 
a handfome things faid ‘upon the ™ 
ihe 3 . iweet3 
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fweets of retirement,. &c. 5... Yet fill, 
“Sit is not. good for. man. tobe. alone 2” 
nor ¢an-all which the-cold: hearted pe-' 
dant ftuns our’ ears. with: upon the’ 
fubject, ever give one-an{wer -of fatis-- 
faction to. the mind; in the midft of. 
the loudeft vauntings of -philofophy,.: 
Nature will bave her yearnings for fo«- 


ciety and friend{hip;——a good heart: 
waits fome object to be Kind eee 
and the beft. parts of our blood; and 


the pureft of our fpirits faffer moft-. 


under the deftitution. 


ve the aaik Monk feek: heaven . 
camfortlefs and alone——Gop: fpeed-. 
him! For’ my own part, ] fear, I: 

3 “pews | 
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Should never-fo -find the way: let me 
be wife and. religrous———but ket. me 
be Maw: wherever thy Providence 
places me, or whatever be the road 1 


take to get to thee-———give me fome 


companion in my journey, be it only 
to remark to, How our thadows 
lengthen as the fun goes down <a 
to whom I’ may fay, How frefh is 
the face of nature! How fweet the 
flowers of the fiell! How delicious 


are thefe fruits ! 


‘Alas! -with bitter herbs, like ‘his 
paffover,. -did the Levire eat them: 
for as. they:thus walked the path of 


ae Se ) life 
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he together,——-fhe wantonly tirn'‘d 
fide into another, and: filed from hia 


It is the mild and quiet. half of the 
world, who are generally outraged 
and born. down by the other half of 
it: but in this they have the advan- 
tage ; whatever be the fenfe of their 
wrongs, that pride ftands not fo watch- 
ful a fentinel over thetr forgivenels, 
as it does in the breafts of the fierce 
and froward: we fhould all of vs, I 
believe, be more forgiving than we 
are, would the world but give us 
leave; but it is apt to interpofe it’s it 
_ offices in remiffions, efpecially: of this. 
kind: the truth is, it has. it’s laws; te 

which 
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which the heart is not always a party 7 
and aéts fo like aa unfeeling engine 
in all cafes wichout diftinétion, that 
it requifes all the firmnefs.of the nroft 
‘fetcled humanity co bear up againft ite 


Many a bitter conflict would: the 
Levite have to fuftain with bimfelf-— 
his Concubine—-—-and the jentimenss. 
of his tribe, upon the wrong done 
him: 


much matter for pleading, 
—and many an embarrafling account 
- on all fides: in a period of four whole 
‘months, every paffion would take it’s 
empire by turns; -and in the ebbs and 
flaws - of the. lefs unfriendly. ones, 
Pity would. find fome moments to 

2 be 
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be -heard-——R Eicron -herelf would 
not. be -filent; Crarity wool 
have much to fay,—and thus attun’d, 
every object he -beheld ‘on: the -bor- 


ders. of mount Ephraim, —— every 
grot and grove he pafs’d by, would. 
follicic the recolleétion of former kind- 
‘nef, ‘and awaken an advocate in her 
Belialf, more .powerfal.than them all. 


= 


_.. © T. grant. I grant it all,”—<he 


would. cry,—** ’tis foul! ’tis faith- 
 Jefs!——but, Why is the door .of 
‘mercy to be fhut forever again€ it ? 
“Sand, Why is. it to be the only .fad 
“crime that the injured may not te- 
“¢ mit, or reafon or imagination pals 


‘© over 


7% 


« 
“¢ 


€¢. 
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over without a fcar?——Is it the 
blackeft?. In what-catalogue of hu- 


$+ man-offences is it fo marked! ? ‘or, 


Is it, that of all others, ’tis a blow’ 
moft grievous to be- endured ?-——. 


the‘ heart cries out, It is fo: but Tet. 
‘me afk my own, What paffions are 


they which give edge and force to 
this weapon. whieh has ftruck me ? 


and, Whether ic is not my own 


"pride, as much as my vircues, which 


at this moment excite the greateft - 
part of that intolerable anguith 
in the wound which I am laying - 
to her charge? But merciful hea- 
ven! was it otherwile, Why is an 
ehaPpy crcature of thine to be 
a °* per- 
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_* perfecuted by. me wich fo ‘mucle 
«¢ cruel revenge and' raneorous defpite 
“as my firft tranf{pore called for ? 


“. Ffave faults no extenuations? 


& Makes it. nothing, that, when the 
“¢ trefpafs was committed, fhe forfook 
‘the partner of her guilt, and fled 
“ direCtly to her father’s houfe ?.And 
cc is there no difference betwixt. one 


“* propenfely going out of the road 
‘¢ and continuing there, thro” depra- 
“* vity of will and a. haplefs wan- 


** derer ftraying by delufion, and wa- 
t sily treading back her fteps?——=» 
‘© Sweet is the laok of forrow: for an 
-* offence, in a heart determined -ne- 


© ver to commit ic more !——-Upon. 
6 that 
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« that altar only, could I offer up my | 
« wrongs, ‘Cruel is the punifhment 
<¢ which an ingenuous mind will take — 


«¢ ypon itfelf, from the remorfe of fo 
and 


“s hard a trefpafs againft me, 
és i¢ that will not balance the account, — 
sc —juft Gop! let me forgive the 
<¢ reft. Mercy well becomes the heart 
<¢ of all thy creatures,——but moft 
« of thy fervant, a Levite, who of- 
“© fers up fo many daily facrifices to 
« thee, for the tranfgreffions of thy 


= people.———~ 


—* Bnt to little purpofe, he would 
add, have I ferved at thy altar, 
= “where my bufinefs was to fue for 
“s mercy, 
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‘« mercy, had I not learn’d. to, prac- 
“6 tife it.” OS 


Peace and happinefs reft upon the 
‘head and heart of every man who can 
thus think! 


$0 be aie and went after ber to 
peak friendly to ber—in the original— 
“* to fpeak to her heart ;”-——to ap- 


ply to their former endearments,—and . 


to afk, How fhe could be fo unkind 
to him, and fo very unkind to: her- 
felf ?- 


_=-—Even the upbraidings of the 
quiet and relenting are .{weet:. not 
Vou. fF. , G like 
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like the ftrivings of the fierce and in- 
exorable, who bite and devour all who 
have thwarted them in their way ;— 
but they are calm and courteous like 
the fpirit which watches over their 
character: How could fuch a temper 


woo the damfel and not ‘bring her - 


back? or, How could the father of 
the damfel, in fuch a fcene, have a 
heart ‘open to any impreffions but 


thofe mentioned in the text; — 


That when he faw him, he rejoiced to 


meet bim;——urged his ftay from day 


to day, with that moft irrefiftible of 
all invitations,—‘* Comfort thy beart, 
and tarry all night, and let thine heart 

"be merry.” | | 
Sf 


a 
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- Jf Mercy and Truth thus met to- 


eether in fettling this account, Love 
would furely be of the party: great— 
Great is it’s power in cementing what 
has been broken, and wiping out 
wrongs even from the memory itfelf: 


and fo it was for the Levite arofe 


up, and with him his Concubine and 
his fervant, and they departed. 


f 


' It ferves no purpofe to purfue.the 
tory further; the cataftrophe is hor- 
rid; and would lead us beyond the 
particular purpofe for. which I have 
enlarged upon thus much of it,—and 
that is, to difcredit rafh judgment, 
and illuftrate from the manner of 

G 2 con- 


ea ee a eer 


‘upon this ftage 
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conducting this drama, the courtefy 
which the dramatis perfone of every 
other piece, may havea right to. Al- 
moft one half of our time is fpent in 
telling and hearing evil of one another 


—fome unfortunate knight is always 


and every hour 
brings forth fomething ftrange and ~ 
terrible to fill up our difcourfe and 
our aftonifhment, ‘* How people can 
be fo foolifh !” 


compliment ends there: fo that there 


and "tis well if the + 


is not a focial virtue for which there 
is fo conftant a demand,—or, confe- 
quently, fo well worth cultivating, as 
that which oppofes this unfriendly 


- fprings 
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{fprings which feed it, and various and 
fudden, Gop knows, are the gufts 
| which render it unfafe to us in this 
fhort paffage of our life: let us make 
the difcourfe as ferviceable as we can, 
by tracing fome of the moft remark- 
able of them, up to their fource. 


And firft, there is one miferable in--_ 
Jet to this evil, and which by the way,. 
if {peculation is fuppofed to precede 


' practice,. may have been derived, for: 


aught I know, from fome of our bu-- _ 


fizft.enquirers after nature,—and that’ 
is, whcn with more zeal than know- 
Iedge, we account for phenomena, be-- 
fae we are fure of their exiflence.— 


G 3 | Tt 
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It is not the manner of the Romans to 
condemn any man to death, (much lefs 


to be martyr’d) faid Feftus ; ana 


doth our law -judge any man before it 
hear bin, and know what he doth ?- 
cried N icodemus and be that anfwer- 
eth, or determineth, a@ matter before be 
has beard it,——it is folly and a foame 
unto bim.—We are generally in fuch 


a hafte to make our own decrees, that — 
we pafs over the juftice of thefe,——— 
and then the {cene is fo changed by it, 
that ’tis our folly only which is real, 
and that of the accufed, which is 
imaginary : through too much preci- 
pitancy it will happen fo;—and then © 

| the 


SERMON If. 83 
; the jeft is fpoiled,—or we have critis 
ciftd our own fhadow. i 


‘A fecond way is, when the procefs 
goes on more orderly, and we begin 
but do 
it from thofe- fufpected evidences, 


with getting information, 


againft which our Saviour warns us; 
when he bids us-‘* not to judge acé 
cording to appekrance 7 ——in truth, 
‘tis behind thefe, that moft of the 
things which blind human judgment, 


lie concealed, and on the con- 


trary, there are many things which 


which are not:—— 


appear to be,— 
Chrift came eating and. drinking,— be- 
bold a wine-bibber |——he fat with fine 


G 4  ners— 
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he was their friend :——in. 
many cafes.of which kind, Tr#td, like- 
a modeft matron, fcorns art—and dif- 


ners 


dains to prefs herfelf forwards into. 
the circle te be feen :——~ground fuf- 
ficient for Sufpicion to draw up the 
libel,——for Malice. to give the tor-. 
ture,—or rath Fudgment.to ftart up and 
pafs a final fentence. 


A third way is, when the facts. 
which denote mifconduét, are lefs dif-. 
putable, but are commented upon with. 
an afperity of cenfure, which a hu- 
mane or a gracious temper would 


{pare : an abhorrence again{t. what is 


criminal, is fo fair a plea for this, and 


rt looks 


looks fo like virtue-in the face, that in 
a fermon again rafh judgment, it 
would be unfeafonable to call it in. 
gueftion,———and yet, I declare, in the- 
fulleft torrent of exclamations which: 
the guilty can deferve, that the fimple 
apoftrophé, ‘* Who made me to differ : 
why was not I an example?” would. 
touch my heart more,. and give me a. 
better earneft of the commentators,—- 
_ than the moft corrofive period you. 
could add. The punifhment of the: 
unhappy, I fear, is enough without 
"tis piti-- 


it and were it not, 


ous, the tongue of a Chriflian, whofe 
religion is all candour and courtefy,. 
fhould be made the executioner. We: 

| find: 
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a ae a eee 
find in the difcourfe. between Abrae 


ham and the rich man, tho’ the one 


was'in heaven, and the other in hell, 


yet ftill-the patriarch treated him with 


mild language :—Son!——Son; remember 


that thou in thy life time, 8c, &c.—and 
in the difpute about the body of Mofes, | 


between the Arch-angel and the devil, 


thimfelf,) St. Jude tells us, he durft 


not bring a railing accufation againtt 
him ;—twas unworthy his high cha- 


racter,’ and indeed, might have 


been impolitick too; for if he had, 


(as one of our divines notes upon the 
paffage) the devil had been too hard 


for him at railing,——’cwas his own 


—and the bafeft fpirits af- 


a ter 


a 


ter his exarnple are the. moft expert 
at it. 


This leads me to the obfervation of 
a fourth cruel inlet to this evil, and, 7 
that is, the defire of being thought 
men of wit and parts, and the vain 
expectation of coming honeftly by the 
title, by fhrewd and farcaftick reflec- 
tions upon whatever is done in the 
world. This is fetting up trade upon 
the broken ftock of other people’s 
failings,—perhaps their misfortunes : 
—fo much good may’t do them 
with what honour they can get, —— 


the furtheft extent of which, I think, 


is, to be praifed, as we do fome fauces,, 


with 


cl 

im 
ta 
, 
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with tears inour eyes: Itis acommerce 
moft illiberal ; and as it requires no 
vaft capital, too many embark in it, 
and fo long as there are bad paffions to _ 
be gratified,—and bad. heads to judge,. 
with fuch it may pafs for wit, or at leaft 
like fome vile relation, whom all the 
family is afhamed of, claim kindred 
with it, even in better. companies. 
Whatever be the degree of its affinity,. 
it has helped to give wit a bad name, 
as if che main effence of it was fatire:: 
certainly there is a difference between 
Bitternefs and Saltnefs,—that is,—— 


between the maiignity and the fetti- 


vity of wit, the one is a. mere 


quicknefs of apprehenfion, void of hu- 
H — manity,—-: 
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manity,—and is a talent of the devil; 
the other comes down from the Father 

of Spirits, fo pure and abftraéted from 
perfons, that willingly it hurts no man; 
_ or if it touches upon an iadecorum, 
*tis with that dexterity of true ge- 
nius, which enables him rather to 
give a new colour to ‘the. abfurdity, 
and let it pafs———He may fmile at 
the fhape of the obelifk raifed to an- 
other’s fame, 


but the malignant 
wit will level it act once with the 
ground, and build his own upon the 
ruins Of it. : 


~ "What then, ye rath cenfurers of the 
world! Elave ye no manfions for your 
credit, 
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. eredit, but thofe from whence ye have 

extruded the right owners? Are there 
no regions for you to fhine in, that 
_ ye defcend for it, into the low caverns 
of abufe and crimination? Have ye 
no feats-———but thofe of the fcornful 
to Gt down in? if Honour has miftook 
his road, or the Viriues in their ex- 
ceffes have approached too near the 
| confines of VICES Ate they therefore 
~ to be caft down the precipice ? Mutt 
Beauty for ever be trampled. upon. 


sa the dirt for one——one falfe ftep ¢ 
And fhall no one virtue or good qua- 
licy, out of the thoufand the fair pe- 
nitent may have left, —-- fhall not 
one of them be fuffered to ftand by 

| her °— 


Cd 
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her '—-—-—-Juft Gop of Heaven and 


' 


Earth | nmennnnnen Ae 

——But thou art merciful, loving 
and righteous, and lookeft down with 
pity upon thefe wrongs thy. fervants 
do unto each other: pardon us, we 
befeech thee, for them, and all our 
tranfgreffions; let ic not be remem- 
ber’d, that we were brethren of the 
fame fleth, the fame feelings and in- 


firmities. 


O my Gop! write it 
not down in thy book, that thou 
madeft us merciful, after thy own 


image 3 that thou halt given ys 


' 


a religion fo courteous,;——fo good 
temper'd,—-——that every precept of 


a at 
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it carries a balm along with it to heal 
the forenefs of our natures, and 
{weeten our {pirits, that we might 
Jive with fuch kind intercourfe in this 
world, as will fit us to exift together 
in a better. 


SER- 
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FELI X’s 
Behaviour towards: PAUL, 


examined. — 


Vo.t  H 


Acts xxiv. 26. 
He hoped alfo, that money foould have 
been given him of Paul, that be might 
~ doofe him. 


‘f NOBLE objeét to take up 
- the confideration of the Ro- 
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| 


nan governour ! 


ee OC He hoped that money foould 
have been given bim!——For what 
end? to enable him to judge betwixe 
wight and wrong! 
| H 2 whence — 


and, From_ 


. . 
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whence was it to be wrung? from 

‘the poor fcrip of a difciple of the 
carpenter’s fon, who left nothing to 
his followers but poverty and fuf- 


— cancel 


= And was this Felix |—-the great) 
the noble Felix!——=Felix the happy ! 
—~the gallant Felix who kept Dru- 
. filla! Could he do this ?——=bafe 
paffion! What can’ft thou not make 


us do? 


_ Let us confider the whole tranfac- , 


tion, 


‘. Paul, in the beginning of this chap- 
ter, had been accufed before Felix,/ 
_ : by 


> % 
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by Tertullus, of very grievous crimes, 


| ———of being a peftilent fellow,——a 


mover of feditions, aad a prophaner 
of the temple, &c.——To which ac- 


cufations, the apoftle having liberty 


from Felix to reply, he makes his 
defence from the roth to the 22d 
verfe, to this purport. He fhews him 
firft, that the whole charge was def- 


ticute of all proof; which he openly — 


challenges them to produce againf 


him, if they had it;———that on the 


contrary, he was fo far from being | 
the man, Tertullus had reprefented, 


that the very principles of the ree.” - 


ligion with which he then ftood: 
charged, ———= and «which they called 
H 3 herefy, 
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herefy, led him to be the moft unex- 
ceptionable in his conduct, by- the 
continual exercife which it demanded 
‘of him, of having a confcience void 
of offence at all times, both towards 
Gop and man; that confiftently with 
this, his adverfaries had neither found 
him in the temple difputing with any 
man, neither raifing up the people, - 
neither in the fynagogue, or in the 
city,--—for this he appeals to theme 
felves:———that it was but twelve days 
_fince he came pp to Jerufalem for tg 
_-worfhip :——-that during that time, 
when he purified in the temple, he 
did it as became him, withgut noife, 
‘Without tumult; this he calls upon the 

Tn Jews 
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| Jews who came from Afia, and were 


eye-witnefles of his behaviour, to at- 
teft ;——-—-and, in a word, he urges the 
whole defence before Felix in fo ftrong 
a@ manoer, and with fuch plain and 
natural arguments of his innocence, 
as to léave no colour for his adverfa- 
ries to reply, 


There was, however, ftill one ad- 
verfary in this court,--——tho’ filent, 
yet not fatisied—- | 


~—Spare thy eloquence, Tertullus! 
soll up: the charge: a more notable 
orator than thyfelf is rifen up,———’ tis 
Avaricz, and that too, in the moft 
H 4 fatal 
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fatal place for the ~prifoner it could 
have taken poffeffion of, ——-"tis_ in 


the heart of the man who judges him. 


If Felix believed Paul inngcent, and 
acted accordingly,—(that is) releafed 
him withdut reward,——this fubtile 
advocate told him he would lofe one 
of the profits of his employment— 
and if he acknowleged the faith of 
Curist, which Paul occafionally ex- 
plained in his defence,——it told him, 
he might lofe the employment ictfelf; 
—fo that notwithftanding the cha- 
racter of the apoftle appeared (as it 


| was) mott. fpotlefs; and the faith he 


profeffed fo. very clear, that as he 
urged 


_—- 


rm 
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urged it, the heart gave it’s confent, 
—yet, at the fame time, the paffion re- 
bell’d,-and fo ftrong an intereft was 
formed: thereby, againft the firft im- 


preffions in favour of the man and 
his caufe, that both were difmified ; 
w——=-the one tO a more convenient: 


hearing, which never came ; the other 
to the hardthips of a prifon for two — 


whole years,——hoping, as the ‘text 


informs us, that money fhould have 
been given him; and even at the laft, 
when he left the province, willing to 
do the Jews a pleafure,—that is,—to 


ferve his intereft in another fhape with 


all the conviction upon his mind, that 
he had done nothing worthy of bonds, 
: he, 
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he, neverthelefs, left the holy map 
bound, and configned over to the — 
 hopelefs profpe& of ending his days 
in the fame ftate of confinement, in 
which he had ungeneroufly left him. 


One would imagine, as covetouf- 
nefs is a vice not naturally cruel in it- 
felf, that there muft certainly have 
‘been a mixture of other motives ‘in ° 
the governor’s breaft, to account for 
a proceeding fo contrary to humanity 
and his own conviction ; and could jt 
be of ufe to raife conjectures upon it, 
there feems but too probable grounds 
for fuch a fuppofition. It feems that 
Drufilla, whofe curiofity, upon a double 

a | account, 
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account, had led her tp hear Paul,—- 


(for the was. a daughter of Abraham 


-——as well as of Eve)——was a cha- 
racter, which might have figured very 
well even “jn our own times : for as 
Jofephus tells us, fhe had left the 


Jew. her hufband, and without any . 
pretence in their law to juftify a di- 
. vorce, had given herfelf up without 


ceremony to Felix; for which caufe, 
tho’ fhe is here called his wife, the 
was in reafon and | juftice the wife of 
another man,—and confequently lived | 
in an open ftate of adultery. So that 
when Paul, in explaining the faith of 
Curyst, took occafion to argue upon 

the 
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the morality of the gofpel,—— and 
urged the eternal laws of Juftice,— 
the unchangeable obligations to tem- 
perance, of which chattity was a branch, 


it was ‘fcarce poffible to frame 
his difcourfe fo, (had he wifhed to 


temporize) but that either her intereft. 


or her love muft have taken offence: _ 


and tho’. we do not read, like Felix, 
that fhe trembled at the account, ’tis 


yet natural to imagine fhe was affec- 
ted with other paffions, of which the. 
— apoftle might feel the effects———and 
twas well he fuffered no more, if 


two fuch violent enemies as luft and 
"avarice were combined againft him. © 


Bur’. 


ees % 
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But this by the way,——for as the — 

eext feems only to acknowledge one 

of thefe motives, it is not our bufinefs 
to affign the other. | : 


Ie is obfervable, that this fame 
apoftle, fpeaking, in his epiftle to Ti- 
mothy, of the ill effects of this fame 
ruling paffion, affirms, that it is the 
root of all evil; and I make no doubt 
but the remembrance of his own fuf; 
ferings, had no fmall thare in the fe- 
Infinite 
are the examples, where the love of | 


verity of the reflection. 


money is only a fubordinate and mi- 
nifterial paffion, exercifed for the fup- 
port of fome other vices ; and "tis ge- 

| nerally — 
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erally found,. when there is éither 
ambition, prodigality or luft, to be 
fed by it, that ic then rages with the 
leaft mercy and difcretion; in which 


cafes, ftritly fpeaking, it is not the | 


toot of other évils,—but other evils 
are the root of it. 


‘This forces me to‘recall what I have 


—faid upon covetovfnels,. as a vice not - 


naturally cruel: it is not apt to res 


_ prefent itfelf to our imaginations, at 
fir fight, under that ideas we confi- 
der it only as a medn, worthlefs turn of 
mind, incapable of judging or doing 
— wiiat is right: but as it isa vice which 


— not —_— fet up for iffelf,~—to 


_ know 


" 7 
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know truly what It is in this réfpect, 


we muft know what matters it ferves; 


cummecthey are many, and of various 
eafts and humours,———and each one 
lends it fomething. of its own com- 
— tine and rag 


This, I fuppofe, may ‘be the caufe 
that there is a greater and more whim- 
fical myftery in the love of money, 
than inthe darkeft and moft nonfenfi- 


Cal peor that ever was pored on, 


Even at the beft, ahd when the. 


paffion feems to feek nothing more 


than it’s own amufement,—there is 


“ Hittlesivery little, I fear, to be faid 


6 for 
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for jt’s humasity——It may be @ 
fport to the mifer,-——but_confidet; 


it muft be death and deftriction. 


to others.——— The. moment this for- 
did humour begins to. govern ——— 
farewel all, honeft “and. natural affec- 
tions! farewel all-he owes to parents, 
to children, to friends {how faft 
the obligations ‘vanifh ! fee |-——he is 
now ftripped of : all feelings whatever : 
———the fhrill cry of juttice——and. 
the low lamentation of humble di- 


ftrefs, are notes equally beyond his 
> -eompafs.———Eternal Gop! fee!—he 


‘ paffes by one whom thou haft juft 
* bruifed, without one penfive reflec- 
tion w—eshe enters the cabin of the 
oe so widow 


ee P 
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‘widow whofe hufband apd child thou 
pak taken to thyfelf, ——exgtts his 

‘hond, without a figh! Heaven! if I 
am to be tempted,erelet is be by | 
— Blerys—rerby gmbitioa,—---by fame — 
generous .and manly vice:—if I mut 
fail, let it be by fome paffion which 
thou haf planted in my nature, which 
fhall not harden my Heart, but leave 
me room at laft to’ retreat and come 
back to thee. 

It would be eafy here so add the 
common arguments which reafon of- — 
fers agama this vice; but they are fo 
well andesftood, both in matter and 
form,——it is needlefs.  _ | | 
Wow EE might 


| 
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I might cite to you what Senéca 
{ays upon it——but’ the misfortune 


is, that at the fame time he was.writ- 
ing againft riches, he was enjoying a 
great eftate, and ufing every:-means 
to make that eftate ftill greater. - 


_ With: infinite pleafure might a 
preacher -enrich his. difcourfe in ‘this 
. place, by weaving into it all the {mart 
things, which ancient or modern wits 
have faid upon the love of money :— 


he might inform you, 


That Poverty wants fome- 
- things } . 
eth all | 
| 4 | i & That 


that covetoufnefs want- 


SERMON IV. 45 
© "That-a mifer can only be faid to 
st have riches, as a fick man has a 
“* fever, which holds and tyrannizes 


“¢ over the man, 


not he over it.” 


cc That covetoufnefs is the fhirt of 
the foul,——the laft vice it parts 


&° with.” 


«© That nature is content with few 
things,———or that nature is never 
& fatisfied at all, 8c.” 
eg cate “re : 

‘The reflection of our Saviour; 
That the life of “man confifteth not in the 
abundance of the things which be poj- 
feffeth;—f peaks more te the heart— 
aa ae ae and 
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and the fingle hint of the Came/, and 
_ what a very marrow paffage he has to 
g0,-——-has move coercion in it, than 
ell the {ee-faws of philofophy. 


I thall endeavour therefore to draw 
fach other refieétions frem this’ piece 
of facred ftory, as are applicable to 
human life,———and more likely to be 
ef ufe. 


There is nothing generally In which . 
our happinefs and honour are more 
nearly concerned, than in forming true 
“notions both of men. and things; for 
ig proportion 23 we think rightly of 
them, ‘we approve oarfelyes to the 
| work, 


te 3 
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world,———-and as we govern ourfelves 
by fach judgments, fo we fecure our 
peace and well-being i in pafling through 
it: the falfe fteps and mifcarriages in 
life, iffuing from a defect in this cae 
pital point, are fo many and fatal, 
that there can be nothing more in- 
ftruétive than an enquiry into the 
caufes of this perverfion, which often 
appears fo very grofs in us, that were 
you to take a view of the world, —— 
fee what notions it entertains, and by 
what cenfiderations it is governed,— . 
you would fay of the miftakes of hu- 
man judgment, what the prophet does 
ef che folly of human actions,—e 
“ That we were wife 10 do evil, but 
13 be 
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to judge. lati bad ne. sedehande 


a a ae a a 
| That in many dark and abftracted 
queftions .of mere fpeculation, we 
. fhould err 
amongft myfteries and riddles, and 


almoft every thing which comes in 


is not ftrange : we live 


our way,'in one light or other, may, 
be faid to baffle our underftandings, 
— yet feldom, fo as to miftake in 
extremities, and take one contrary for 
another ;—’tis very rare, for inftance,: 
that we take the virtue of a plant: to 
be hot, when it is extrenaely cold,— 
or, that we try the experiment of opi- 
um to keep us waking :———yet, this 

| | we 
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we’ are. continually attempting in the 
conduct of life, as well as in the 
great ends and meafures of it, That 


fuch wrong determinations in us, do 


hot arife. from any defect of judgment 
inevitably mifleading us,—would re- 
fie difhonour upon Gop; as if he 
had made and fent men into the world, 
on purpofe to play the fool. His all 
bountiful’ hand,, made his judgment, 
like his heart, upright ; and’ the in- © 
{tances of his fagacity in other things, 
abundantly - confirm it: we are led 
therefore in courfe to a fuppofition, — 
that in all inconfiftent inftances, there 
is a fecret bias fome how or other, 

| 14 - hug 
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hung upoi the mind, which turns it 
afide ftom reafon and truth. ane 
What this is, if we do not care to: 
fearch fot it in ourfelves, we fhall 
find it regiftered jn this tranfadtion of . 
Felix: and we hay depend, that in 
- all wrong judgments whatever, in fich 
plain ¢afes as thik, that the fame exe - 
planatidn mioft be giver of ity which 
is piveri ih the téxt,-+—mmmiely,. chat” 
it 5s fome felifh confideration=—— 
fomne fecrét dirty engagerfent with forte - 
little appetite; which doés us % mach 
_ diffioneut. 


The 


ee 
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‘The judgments of the mort difin- 


terefted and impartial of us, riceive 


no {mall tinfture from out affections : 
we generally confult them in all doubes 
ful points, and it happens well if the 
matter in qeeftion is not alinoft fertled, 
before the arbitrator is called into the 
debate s—+=-but in the more Hagrant 
inftances, where the paffions goveri 
the wholt man, ‘tis melancholy to fee 
the office td which reafon, the great 
prerogative of his natute, is reduced ; 
ferving the lower appetites in the difs 
honeft drudgery of finding out ar- 


~ guments to julify, the prefent pur. 


fuit. 


To 
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. "To judge-rightly of our own worth, 
we. fhould ‘retire a little from the 
world, to fee all its pleafures-~—-and 
pains too,'in their proper.fize and di- 
menfions ;—-—tbis, no doubt, was the 
reafon St. Paul, when he inténdcd to 
convert Felix, began his~ difcourfe 
tipon the: day of judgment, on pur- 
pofe to take the heart off from this 
world and its pleafures, which . dif- 
honour the underftanding fo as. toturn 
the wifeft of men into fools and chil- 
dren. a re ae | 


cf you enlarge your obfervations 
upon this plan, you will find where 


the evil lies which has fupported thofe 
dc fpe- 
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defperate opinions, which have fo long’ 
divided the Chriftian world,——and 


are likely to divide it for ever. 


Confider popery well ; you will be 
convinced, that che trueft definition. 
That 


it is a pecuniary fyftem, well con- 


which can be given of it, is, 


trived to operate upon men’s paffions 
and weaknefs, whilft their pockets are. 
o’picking:: run through all: the points’ 
of difference between us,—and when 
you fee, that in every one of them; 
they ferve the fame end which Felix: | 
had in view,. either of money or 
power; there is little room Jeft to 

doubt 
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doubt whence the cloud arifes, which © 
is {pread over the underftanding, 


If this reafoning is conclufive with — 
repatd to thofe who mierely differ 
feom us in religion, ——let us try if 
it will nos hold good with regard to 
thofs whe have none at all,—or ra- 
ther, who affect to treat ail perfua- 
fons of it, with ridicule alike, Thanks 
to good fenfe, good manners, and a 
more enlarged knowledge, this hu- 
mour is going down, and feems to 
be fettling at prefent, chiefly a- 
_ mongtt the inferior claffes of people 
w—— where it is likely to . reft t 


5 as 
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as for the loweft ranks, tho they are 
apt enough to follow the modes of 
their betters, yet are pot likely ¢0 he 
‘ftruck with this one, of making marry 
with that which is their confolation 5 
they are too ferious a fet of poor 
people ever — to enter injo i it— - 


‘There is enough, however, of icin 
the world to fay, that this all-facred 
Sytem, which halds the world ‘in har- 
mony and peace, is tan often the Arft 
ebject, that the giddy and incoafide- 
tate make choice of to ery. che temper 
of their wits upon.. Now, of the 
aumbers who make this expeviment; 
~—~(lo you believe that one ina thou. 

a fand 
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{and does it from convittion,——or 
from arguments which a courfe of 
ftudy,———much ‘cool reafoning,—— 

and a fober enquiry into antiquity, 
and the true merits of the -queftion, 
has furnifhed him with ?——-The years 
and way of life of the moft forward 
of thefe, lead us to a different expla- 
nation. | | 


. Religion which lays fo many re- 
_ftraints upon us, is a troublefome 
companion to thofe who will lay no 
reftraints upon themfelves ,——— and 
for this reafon there is nothing more 
common to be obferved, than that 
the little arguments and cavils, which 

| | fuch 


“ean, 2b"! op eee, *. wy 
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fuch men have gathered up againtft ir, . 
in the early part of their lives,—how 
confiderable foever they may have ap- 
peared, when viewed through their 
paffions and prejudices, which give an 
unnatural turn to all objects,——-yet, 

when the edge of appetite has been 
worn down, and the heat of the pur- 
fuit pretty well over.—and reafon 
and judgment have got poffeffion of 
their empire———= ; 


—They feldom fail of bringing 
the loft theep back to his fold. 


May Gon bring us all there. Amen. 


= 
— 


eae 


SERMON V. 


The PRODIGAL SON. 


Voi. I. K 


f 
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_ Luxe xv. 13. 


And not many days after, the younger 


| fon gathered all be bad together, and — 


took bis journey into a far country.— 


KNOW oot whether the remark 


ig to our honott or otherwile, that 
lefforis of wifdom have never fuch power — 


over us, as When they ate wrought 
into the heart, through the ground- 
work of a ftory which engazes the 
‘ paffions: Is it that we are like iron, 
atid muft firft be heated before we can 
| K2- be 
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be wrought upon? or, Is the heart 
fo in love with deceit, that where a 
true report will not reach it, we muft 
cheat it with a fable, in order to come 
at truth? 


Whether this parable of the prodi- 


egal (for fo it is ufually called) 1S 


really fuch, or built upon fome ftory 
known at that time in Jerufalem, is 
not much to the purpofe; itis given 
us to enlarge upon, and turn to the 


beft moral account we can. 


« A certain man, fays our Savt- 
_ our, had two fons, and the younger 
‘* of them faid to his father, Give me 


5 © the 
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*© the portion of goods which falls 
“to me: and he divided: unto them 
* his fubftance. And not many days 
‘S* after, the younger fon gathered all 
together, and took his journey into 
a far country, and there wafted his 
** fubftance with riotous living.’ 


66 


‘The, account is fhort: the intereft- 
ing and pathetic paflages with which 
fuch a tranfaction would be necefiarily 
connected, are left to be fupplied by 
the heart :———the ftory is fileetc-—— 
much kind ad- 
vice, and many a tender expoftulation 
would fall from the father’s lips, no 
doubt, upon this occafion. 


- but nature is not: 


K 3 | He 
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He would diffuade his fon from the 
folly of fo rafh an enterprize, by fhew- 
ing him the dangers of the journey, — 
——the inexperience of his age,+—= 
the hazards his life, his fortune, hie 
virtue would run, without a guide, 
without.a friend: he would tell him 
of the many {nares and temptations 
which he had to avoid, or encounter 
at every ftep,——the pleafures which 
would follicitt him in every luxurious 
court,—the litle knowledge he could 
gain—exeept that of evil: he would 
{peak of the feductions of women,— 
their charms———their poifons me 
what haplefs indulgences he mighe 
give way to, when far from reftraint, 

| 4 — and | 
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and the check of giving his Sather 


pain, 


The diffe would but inflame 


He ee all wee 2 


a fee the picture of his de: 
parture :—-the eamels.and afles loaden . 
with his fubltance, detached on ong 
fide of the piece, and already on their 
way:—-——the prodigal {gn ftanding 
on the fore ground, with a forced fey 
datenels, firuggling againft the flute 
teting movement of joy, upon his 
deliverance from. reftraint someethe el- 

Ke. der 
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ler brother :holding his hand;: as if . 
unwilling to let it go: ——the father, 


fad moment! with a firm look, 
coveriog a prophetic fentiment, ‘* that 
all would not go well with his child,” 
—approaching to embrace him, and 
bid him adieu.——~Poor intonfiderate 
youth! From whofe arms art thou 
flying? From what a fhelter .art thou 
going forth into the ftorm? Art thou 
weary ‘of a father’s affection, of a 
father’s care? or, Hopeft thou to find 
@ warmer ‘intereft, a truer counfellor, 
of a kinder friend‘in a land of ftran- 
pers, where youth is made a prey; 
and fo many thovfands are confede- 

[  = rated - 
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rated to deceive them, ue ive PY 
aoe ote: : | 


We will f feek no further than this 
— idea, for the extravagancies by which 
the prodigal fon added one unhappy 
example to the number ¢ his fortune 
waited, 


courfe, — 


the followers of it fled in 


the wants of nature. re- 
—the hand of Gop gone forth 
againft him,——‘* For when be bad 


main, 


Spent all, a mighty famine arofe in that | 
country.?? —Heaven !. have’ pity’ upon 
the youth, for he is in hunger and 
diftrefs,——ftray’d out of the: reach 

of a parent, who counts every bour 


cut 
off 


of his abfence- with anguith, 
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of from all his tender offices, by his 
folly,—and from relief and charity 
from others, by the soni te of me 
times. ———- 


. Nothing fo powerfully calle home 
she mind as diftrefs: the tenfe fibre 
then relaxes,——the foul retires to 
itfelf,———fits penfive and fufceptible 
ef right impreffions: if we have 3 
friend, "tis then we thiak of him; if 
a benefactor, at that moment all his 
kindnefles prefs upon our mind.— 
Gracious and bountiful Gop! Is it 
‘not for this, that they who in their 
profperty forget thee, do yet re- 
member and return to thee in the 
| hour 
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hour of their forrow? When aur heart 
is in havinefs, upon whom can we 
think but thee, who knoweft our ne 
ceffities afar off, —putteft all.our tears 
ia thy bpttle,——-feeht every careful 
thought,—-hearett every igh ead me 
silat groan we Brrch. Snail 


- Strange !--that we fhould only be : 
gin to think of Gop with comfort, 
whea with joy and conafost we can 
think of sii elfe. 


| Man furely is 2 aiensl of rid. 
“dies and contradictions: by the law of 
his nature he avoids pain, and yet 
| te be fuffers in the fle, be will not 


cease 
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ceafe from fin, tho’ it is fure to bring 


pain and mifery upon his head for 
ever. 


“Whilft all went pleafurably on with 
the prodigal, we hear not-one word 
eoncerning his father-——no pang of 
temorfe for the fufferings in which he 
thad left him, or refolution of return- 
‘ing, to make up the account of his 
folly: his firft hour of diftrefs, feem’d 

to.be his firft hour of wifdom — 
When be came to bimfelf, be faid, How 
many bired fervants of my father have 
bread enough and to fpare, whilft I 
perio !—— 


OF 


} 
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- Of all the terrors of nature, that. 


of one day of another dying by hun- 
ger, is the greateft, and _ it is wilely, 


wove into our frame to awaken man 


to induftry, and call forth his talents ; 


and tho’ we feem to go on carelefsly, 


_ {porting with it as we do with other 


terrors——yet, he that fees this ene-- 


my fairly, and in his moft frightful. 


fhape, will need no lang remonftrance, 
to make him turn out of the. way to 


‘avoid him. 


Tt was the cafe of the prodigal—— 


he arofe to go unto his father.—— | 


—Alas! ‘How fhall he tell his 


ftory ? Ye who have trod this round, 


tell 


® 
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cell. mé 3h what words he thall give 
in to his father, the fad items of his’ 


- ekttavagance and folly ? 


The feats ad banquet§ which 


he gave to whole cities in the eaft,— 
the cofts of Afiatick rarities; and 


of Afiatick cooks to drefs them——~ - 


the expehcts of finging men and fing- 
ing, women,——=the flute, the harp, 


the fackbur, ard of all kinds of mus - 
fick—the drefs of the Perfian courts, - 


how magnificent! their flaves how 
numerotis! ——= their chariots, their 
horfes, their palaces, their furniture, 
what immesjle fuins they had de- 


voured | whit expectatioris from - 


wae? {trangers 
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ftrangers of condition! what exae- 
tions ! | 


‘How hall the youth make his fa- 
ther comprehend, that he was cheated 
at Damafcus by one of the beft men in. 
the world ;—that he had lent a part of. 
his fubfance to a friend at Nineveh, . 
who had fled off with it to the Ganges ; 
—that a whore of Babylon had fiwal- 
lowed his beft pearl, and anointed the 
whole city with his balm of Gilead ;— 
that he had been fold by a man of ho- 
nour for twenty fhekels of filver, to a 


worker in graven images; thac | 


the images he had purchafed had pro- 
fited him nothing;—that they could © 
not 


144. SERMON: V. 

not be tranfported acrofs the wilder- 
nefs, and had been burnt with fire at 
Shufan ;———that the * apes and pea- 
cocks, which he had fent for from 
Tharfis, lay dead upon his hands ; 
‘and that the mummies had not been 
dead long enough, which had been 
brought him out of Egypt :——that _ 
all had gone wrong fince the day he 
forfook his father’s houfe. 


Leave the. {lory —it will be 


told more concifely. When be was 
| yet afar off; his father faw bim,- 
Compaffion told it in three words— 
be fell upon bis neck and kiffed him. 


_ % Vide 2 Chronicles ix. 21 
| Great 
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. Great is the power of eloquence: 
but never is it fo great as when it 
pleads along with nature, and the 
culprit is a child ftrayed from his 
duty, and. returned to it again with 
tears : Cafuitts may fettle the point 
as they will’: But what could a pa~ 
rent fee more in the account, than the 
natural one, of an ingenuous heart 
too open for the world, —{mitten with 
ftrong fenfations of pleafures, and fuf- 
fered to fally forth unarm’d into the 
midft of enemies ftronger than himfelf? 


_, Generofity forrows as much for the 


| -over-matched, as pity herfelf does. | 


. The idea of a fon fo ruin’d,’ would 


double the father’s careffes : every ef- | 
_ Vou. I. | fufion 
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fufion of his tendernefs would add’ 
| bitternefs to his fon’s remorfe.———~ 


“© Gracious heaven! what a ‘father have 


 & rendered miferable ! ia 


And be faid, I have finned weil 
heaven, and in thy fight, and am na 
more worthy to be called. thy fon. 


But the father aia, Brig forth tbe 
Left robe——— 


O ye affections! How fondly do 
| you play at crofs-purpofes with each 


~ ether 2——’Tis the natural dialogue 


of true tranfport: joy is not metho- 
dical; and where an offender, beloved, 
overcharges. a in the offence, ——+ 

| 6b words. 
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words are too cold; and a conciliated 


heart replies by tokens of efteem. 


And be faid unto bis fervants, Bring 
forth the beft robe and put it on him, and 
put a ring on bis band, and fhoes on bis 
feet, and bring hither the fatted calf, 
and let us eat and drink and be merry. : 

When the affections fo Kindly | break 


loofe, Joy, is another name for Re- 
ligion. 


We look up as we tafte it: the cold 
Stoick without, when he hears the 
dancing and the mufick, may afk 
fullenly, (with the elder brother) 
What it rheans ; ; and refute to enter: 
but the humane and compaffionate all - 
oo Le fly 


148 SERMON V. 
fly impetuoufly to the banquet, given 
for a fon who was dead and is alive 


again,— 


witha facred fire; and parental love, | 


and filial piety lead in the mafk with 
riot and wild feltivity !|—— Was it 
not for this that Gop gave man mu- 
fick to ftrike upon the kindly paf- 
ions: that nature taught tlie feet to 


dance to its movements, and as chicf 


governefs of the feat, poured forth 


wine into the goblet, to crown it 


with aici ee 


| The intention of this parable is fo 


clear from the occafion of it, that it 


3 will 


who was loft and is found. | 
Gentle fpirits, Nght up the pavillion — 


will -not be neceflary to perplex it 
with any tedious explanation: ic waa 
defigned by way Of indireét remon- 
itrance to the Scribes and Pharifees, 
who animadverted upon ovr’ Savi- 
our’s conduct, for entering fo freely 
into conferences with finners, in ors 
der to reclaim them. To-that end, 
he propofes the parable of the fhep- — 
herd, who left his ninety and nine 
fheep that were fafe in the fold, to Zo 
and feek for one fheep that was gone 
aftray, —telling them in other places, 
that they who were whole wanted 
not a phyfician,—but they that were 
fick :—and here, to carry on the fame 
leffon, and to prove how! acceptable 
| L 3 fuch 
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fuch a recovery was to Gop, he re- 
lates this account of the. prodigal fon 
and his welcome reception. 


_ I know not whether it would be 
a fubje&t of much edification to con- 
vince you here, that our Saviour, 
by the prodigal fon, particularly 
pointed at thofe who were faners of 
tke Gentiles, and were recovered by 
divine Grace to repentance ;——and 
that by the elder brother, he intended 
as manifeftly the more froward of the 
Jews, who envied their converfion, and, 
thought ic a kind of wrong to their 
' primogeniture, in being made fellow- 
heirs with them of the promifes of Gop. 

Thefe 
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. Thefe ufes have been fo ably fet 
forth, in fo many good fermons upog 
the prodigal fon, that I fhall turn afide . 
from them at prefent, and content 
myfelf with fome reflections upon that 
fatal paffion which led him,———and 
fo many thoufands after the example, 
to gather all be bad together, and take 


bis journey into a far country. 


The love of variety, or curiofity of 
feeing new things, which is the fame, 
or at leaft a fifter paffion to it,——— 
feems wove into the frame of every 
fon and daughter of Adam ; we ufu-. 
ally fpeak of it gs one of nature’s le- 
vities, tho” planted within us for the 

L 4 fold 
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folid purpofes of carrying forwards 
the mind to frefh enquiry and know- 
ledge: ftrip us of it, the mind (I 
fear) would doze for ever over the 
prefent page; and we fhould all of us 
reft at eafe with fuch objects as prefented 
themfelves in the parifh or province 
where we firft drew our breath. | 


It is to this fpur which is ever in 
our fides, that we owe the impatience 
of this defire for travelling: the | 
paffion is no way bad,—— but as . 


others are,———in it’s mifmanage- 


ment or excefs ; order it rightly — 
the advantages are worth the purfuie; 
the chief of which ‘are to learn 
the languages, ‘the laws and cuftoms; 


and 
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and underftand the government and 
intereft of other nations,~——to ace 
quire an urbanity and confidence of 
behaviour, and fit the mind mors 
eafily for converfation. and difcourfe; 
to take us out of the company 


of our aunts and grandmothers, and 
from the track of nurfery miftakes; 
and by fhewing us new objects, or 
‘old ones in new lights, to reform our 
_ Judgments——by tafting perpetually 
the varieties of nature, to know what 


is good——by obferving the addrefs 


and arts of men, to conceive what 
and .by freing the diffe-. 


is fincere, 


rence of fo many various humours and 
manners,——to. Jook into ourfelves 


and form our own ar 
: ‘ 1S 
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This is fome part of the cargo we 
might return with; but the impulf 


of feeing new fights, augmented with . 


that of getting clear from all leffons 
both of wifdom and reproof at home 
=—carries our youth too early out, 
to turn this venture to much account; - 
on the contrary, if the fcene painted . 
of the prodigal in his travels, looks 
amore like a copy than an original,— 
will ic nat be well if fuch an adven- 
turer, with fo unpromilfing a fetting 
out,—without carle,—without com- 


~ 


pals, be not caft away for ever,— 
and ‘may he not be faid to efcape well 
— if he returns to his country, only 
as naked, as he firft left it? 


But 
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But you will fend an able pilot with 
your fon——a {cholar.—————». 

If wifdom can fpeak in no other 
ican but Greek or Latin,— —you 
do well——or if mathematicks will 
make a man a gentleman,———or na- 
tural philofophy but teach him ta- 
make a bow,———he may be of fome 
fervice in introducing your fon into 


good ‘focieties, and fupporting him 
in them when he has done——but’ _ 
the upthot will be generally this, that 
in the moft preffing occafions of ad- 
drefs,———if he is a mere man of read- 
ing, the unhappy | youth will have 
the tutor to carry,—and not the 


Putor to carry hiyy, 
ut 
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But you will avoid this extreme; he ‘ 
fhall be efcorted by one who knows 
the world, not merely from books— 


but from his own experierice ind 


man who has been employed on fuch. 


_ fervices, and thrice made the tour of 


— with ial 


—That is, without breaking his - 
for if 


he is fuch as my eyes have feen! 


own, or his pupil’s ‘heck ; 


fome broken Swifs valet de chambre,— 
fome general undertaker, who will 
perform the journey in fo many months 


“¢ 1r Gop PERMIT, —much know- 


ledge ‘will not accrue s—--—-fome pro- 
“tat leaft,—he will Jearn the amount 
- to 
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to a halfpenny, of every ftage from 
Calais to Rome ;——~he will be car- 


inftructed _ 
where there.is the beft wine, and fup 


med to the. beft inns, 


a livre cheaper, than if the youth had 
been left to make the tour and the 


bargain himfelf.— Look’ at our g0- 


vernor! 1 befeech you: ——fee,. he is 
an inch taller as he relates the advan- 
tages, eee 


And here endeth his pride— : 
his knowledge and his ufe. | 


But when your fon gets abroad, he 
will be taken out of his hand; by his 
fociety with men of rank and letters, — 


wih 


o VAr eo - eee ra ee ee i ee et 
a ae ee 
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with whom he will pafs the Breatett 
part of his time. 


Let me obferve in the firft place, 
—that company which is really good, 
is very rare——and very fhy: but 
you have furmounted this difficulty ; 
and procured him the beft letters of 
recommendation to the moft eminent 


and refpeétable in every. capital. ——-. 


And J anfwer, that he will obtain 
all by them, which courtefy ftriatly 


. ftands obliged to pay on fuch occas 


fions,——but no more: 
; / ; 


_ There is nothing in which we are 


fa much deceived, as in the advan~- 


tages 


SER MON V. 1s 


tages propoled from our copacGions 
and difcourle with the literati, &c. in 
foreign parts; efpecially if the expe- 
riment is made before we are matured 
“y years or ftudy. 


Céiverhation is a_trafick; and if 
_ you enter into it, without fome ftock — 
_of knowledge,’ to ballance the ac- 
count perpetually betwixt you,——the 
trade drops at once: and this is the 
reafon,——however it may be boafted 
to the contrary, why travellers have 
fo'little (efpecially good) converfation — 

with natives,——owing to their fuf- 
picionx—or perhaps conviction, that 
‘there is nothing to be extracted from 


; the 
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the converfation of young itinerants, 


worth the trouble of their bad lan- 


‘guage,—or the interruption of their 


vifits. 


The pain on thefe occafions is ufu- 
ally reciprocal ; the confequence of 
which is, that the difappointed youth 
fecks an eafier fociety; and as bad 
company is always ready,—and ever 
lying in wait,—the career is foon fi- 
nifhed ; and the poor prodigal returns 


the fame object of pity, with the pro-— 


digal in the gofpel. 


S E R- 
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National Mercies confidered. 


On the Inauguration of his pres 
. fent Majefty. 


-_ oS 
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DEUTERONOMY Vi. 20, 21. 


And when thy fon afketh thee in time to 
come, faying, What mean the tefti- 
monies, and the flatutes, and the judg- 
menis, which the Lord our God bath 
commanded you ? then thou foalt fy 
unto thy fon, We were Pharoab’s — 

— bondfmen in Egypt, and the Lord 
brought us ont of Egypt with a mighty 

_ hand, | 

PRAH ESE are the words which 

Mofes left as a ftanding an- © 
fwer for the children of Ifrael to give 
sheir pofterity, who in time to come 

| M 2 might 
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might become ignorant, or unmindfol 
of the many and great: mercies,-which 
Gop had vouchfafed to their forefa- 
thers; all which had terminated in 
that one of their acre aice out of 
bondage. 


Tho’ i were directed to {peak in 
this manner, each man to his fon, yet 
one cannot :fuppofe, that the direc- 
tion fhould be neceffary for the next 
generation,—for the children of thofe 
who had been eye-witnefles of: Gop’s 
Providences : it does not feem likely . 
that any of them fhould arrive to that 
age of reafoning, which would put 
them upon afking the fappofed quef- 
tion, 
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tion; and not. be, long before-hand, 
inftruéted in. the anfwer. Every pa- 
rent would tell his child the hardthips 
Of his captivity, and the-amazing par- 
ticulars of his deliverance: the ftory 
fo full of won- 


was fo uncommon, 
and withal, the recital of it 


der, 
would ever be a matter of fuch tranf- 
port, it could not poffibly be kept a 


fecret : 
- one generation, would anticipate the 


the piety and gratitude of 


curiofity of another;———their fons 
would learn the ftory with their lan- 
guage. 


This probably might be the cafe 
with the firft or fecond race of people, 
M 3 but 
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but in procefs of time, things might 
take a different turn: a long’ and un- 
difturbed poffeffion of their liberties, — 
might blunt the fenfe of - thofe provi- 
dences of Gop, which had procured 
them, and fet the remembrance of al} 
his mercies, at too great a diftance 
from their hearts, After they had 
for fome years been eafed of every real 
burthen, an excels of freedom might 
| make them reftlefs under every ima- 
ginary one, and amonegft others that . 
of their religion: from thence they. 
“might feek occafion to enquire into 
the foundation and fitnefs of. it’s ce- 
remoniés, it’s ftatutes,’ and it’s. judg- 
ments | a 

| | They 
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| They might: afk, What meart {6 
many commands in matters which to 
them appeared indifferent in their own 
natures ? What policy in ordaining 
them? .and, What obligation could 
there lay upda reafonable creatures, td 
comply with a multitude of fuch uns 
accountable injunctions, fo. unworthy 
the wifdem-of Gop ? 


‘cites pofiibly, they might go | 
furthen lengths; and tho’ their natu- 
ral bent was g¢nerally towards fuper- 
ftition, yet fome adventuters, as 18 
ever the cafe, might fteer for | the 
Oppefite. coaft, and as they advaticed 
wet difcever that all religions of 

Ms “what 
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what denominations. or. complexions- 
foever, were alike. -.That the Reli< 
gion of their own country in particular, 
was a contrivance of-the Priefts and- 


 Levites,—a phantom drefied out ina. 


terrifying garb of their own making, - 
to keep weak minds in fear: tmmemthat 
it’s rites and ceremonies, and numbet- 
Jefs injunctions, were fo many diffe; 
rent wheels in the fame political en- 
gine, putin, no. doubt, to amufe the 
ignorant, and keep them in fuch a 
{tate of darknefs, as clerical sealing 
requires, . % 
_ That as for the moral part of it,” 
tho’ it was unexceptionable in itfelf 
| amyet 
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——yet it was.a piece of intelligence 
they did not ftand in want of ; ‘men 
‘had natural reafon always to have 
found it out,———and wifdom to 
have practifed it, without Moles’ s af. 
fitance; — 


‘Nay, poffibly, in procefs of time, 
they might arrive at greater improve- - 
ments in religious controverfy —— 
when they had given their fyftem of | 
infidelity all the ftrength ic could ad= 
mit of from reafon, they might be- 
gin to embegllifh it with fome more © 


{prightly conceits and turns of ea | 
cule, © : 


Som¢é 
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Some wanton Ifraelite, when he had 
eaten and was fall, might. give free 
' {cope and indulgence. to this talent.: 
as arguments ahd feber reafoning. 
fail’d, he might. turn the edge of his 
wit againft types and fymbols, and 
treat all the myfteries of his religion, 
and every thing that could be ‘faid 
upon, fo f&rious 2 fubje& -with raillery 
and mirth: he might give vent to 4 
world of pleafanery upon many fa- 
cred paffages of his. law: he might 
banter the golden calf, or the brazeti 
ferpent with great courage,———and 
confound himflf in the diftinétions of 
Clean and unclean beafts, by the def- 
perate fallies of his wit againft them. 
t ausha, He 
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He could but poffibly take one flep 
further ;. when the land which flowed 
with milk and honey, had quite worn 
out the impreffions of his yoke, and 
bleflings began to multiply upon his 
hands, he. might draw this curious 
conclufien, that there was no Being 
swho was the author and beftower: of 
 them,——but- that it was their own 
arm, and the mightinefs of Ifraelitifr 


ftrength which had put them, sae 
kept them in pofieffion of fo much 
happinefs.—— 


© Mofes! How would thy meek and 
patient {pirit have been. put to. the tor- 
ture by, fuich a return? If a propeniity 
- towards 
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towards fuperftition -in the Ifraelites, 
did once betray thee into an excefs 
of anger, that thou threweft the two 
tables out of thy hands, which Gop. 
had wrote, and carelefsly hazarded’ft 
the whole treafure of the world, 
with what indignation and honeft an+ 
guifth wouldft thou have heard the 
fcoffings of thofe ‘who denied the hand 
which brought them forth, “and faid,. 
Who is Gop, that we fhould obey his 
voice? With what force and vivacity: 
_wouldft thou have reproached them 
with the hiftory of their own nation: | 
—that if too free an enjoyment of 
Gop’s bleffings, had made them for- 

get to laok backwards,——it was ne- 
| - ceffary 
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ceflary to remind them, that their fore- 
fathers were Pharoah’s bond{men in E- 
gypt, without profpect of deliverance ; 
thac the chains of their captivity had 
been fixed and rivetted by a fucceffion 
of four hundred and thirty years, 
without the interruption of one ftrug- 
gle for their liberty: That after the 
expiration of that hopelefs period, 
when no natural means favoured the 
event, they were. fnatched almoft 
againft their own wills, out of the 
hands of their oppreffors, and led 
through an ocean of dangers, to the 
poficffion of a land of plenty :—that 
this change in their affairs, was not 
the produce of chance or fortune,— 

. , or 
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or was it prdjectéd or executed by any 
atchievernent or plan of human de= 
vice, which might foon again ve dé- 
feated by fuperior ftrength or policy 
from without, or from force of ac- 
cidents from within, froth change of 
circumftances, humours and patffions 
of men, all which | generally had a 
{way in the rife and fall of kingdoms, 
——but that all was brought about 
by the power and soodnefs of Gop, 
who faw and pitied the afflictions of a 
diftreffed people, and by a chain of 
ereat arid mighty deliverances, fet 
them fiee from’ the yoke of oppref-: 


. 
pic : 


t 


That 


Ty 
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That fince that miraculous efcape, 
2 feries of fucceffes not to be accounted 
for by fecéad caules, and the natural 
courte’ of events, had» demonttrated 
not only Gop’ 8 providence in gene- 
ral, bat his particular providence and 
attachment to them——that nations 
greater and mightier than they, were 
driven out before them, and their 
lands given to them for an everlatt- 
ing os | 


This was what they fhould teach 
their children, and their children” g chile . 
dren after them. ——Happy genera- 
tions, for whom fo joyful a leffon was 

prepared! happy indeed! had ye at 
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all times known to have: made the 
- ufe of it, wlrich Mofes continutlly exe 
horted,———of. drawing. nigh unto God 
with all your, bearts, who bad been fo 
nigh oe 22k Be eS 


And here let us drop the argument; 
as it refpeéts the Jews, and for a mo- 
ment turn it towards ourfelves : ‘the 
prefent occafion, and the recollection: 
which is natural upon it, of the many - 
other parts of this complicated blefi- 
ing vouchfafed to us, fince we be- 
came a nation, making i it hard to de- 
Git from fuch an application. | 


I begin. with the firft in order of 
time, as well as the greatelt of national 
3 | , deli- 
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deliverances, our deliverance from - 


darknefs and idolatry, by the convey- 
‘ance of the light which Chriftianity 
brought with it into Britain, fo early 
as in the life-time of the apoftles them- 
felves,—or at furtheft, not many years 


after their death. 


Tho’ this might f-em a bleffing 
conveyed and offered to us in common 
with other parts of the world, yet 
when you reflect upon this as a remote 


cotner of the earth in refpet of Ju- 


dea, ats fituation and inacceffible- 


nefs as an ifland,—the little that. was 


then known of navigation, or car- 


an) 


ied on of commerce,——the large 


- Vor... N- trad, 


I 


caufes of events, but in the pleafure 
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tract of land which to this day re- 


mains unhallowed with the name of 


€ueist, and almoft in the neigh- 


bourhood of where the firft glad tid- 


inos of him were founded——One 


earinot but adore the goodnefs of Gop, 


and remark a more particular Provi- ° 


dence in it’s conveyance and eftablifh- 


ment here, than amongft other na- 


tions upon the continent,——where, 
tho’ the oppofitions from error and 
prejudice were equal, it had not thefe 
natural impediments to encounter. 


Hiftorians and ftatefmen, who ge- 
nerally fearch every where for the 


of 
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of Him who difpofes of them, may 
make different reflections upon this 
They may confider it as a matter in- 
-cidental, brought to pals by the for- 
tultous ambition, fuccefs and fettle- 
ment of the Romans here; it appear- 
ing, that in Claudius’s reign, wher 
Chriftianity began to get footing in 
Rome, that near eighty thoufand of 


that city and people were fixed in this . 


ifland : as this made a free communi- 
Cation betwixt the two places, the way 
for the gofpel was in courfe open, 
and it’s tranfition from the one to 


the other, natural and eafy to be ac-_ 


counted for——~and yet, neverthelefs, 
_ provideritial. Gop often fuffers us to 
“ N 2 purfue 
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purfue the devices of our hearts, 
whilft he turns the courfe of them, 
like the rivers of waters, to bountiful 
purpofes. Thus, he might make that 
purfuit of glory inherent in the Ro- 
‘mans, the engine to advance his own, 
and eftablifh it here: he might make 
the wickednefs of the earth, to work 
his ownrighteoufnefs, by fuffering them 
fO wancer a while beyond their proper 
bounds, till his purpofes were fulfilled, 
and, then put bis hook into their nof- 
trils, and lead thofe wild beafts of 


prey back again-into their own land, 


Next to this b'effing of the light of 


the gofpel,. we mult not forget that 


\ 


by 
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by which it was preferved from the 
danger of being totally {mothered and 
extinguifhed, by that vatt fwarm of 
barbarous nations, which came down 
upon us from the north, and fhook - 
the world like a tempeft; changing 
names and cuftoms, and language and 
government, and almoft the very face 
of nature wherever they fixed. That 
our religion fhould be preferved at all, 
when every thing elfe feemed to pe- 
rifh, which ‘was capable of ‘change,— 
or, that ic fhould not be hurt under 
that mighty weight of ruins, beyond 


‘the recovery of it’s former beauty 


and ftrength, the whole can be 
afcribed to no caufe fo likely as this, 


N 3 That 
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That the fame power of Gop which 
fent it forth, was prefent to fupport it 
———when the whole frame of other 
things gave way. % 


Next in degree to this merey of 
preferving Chriftianity from an utter 
extinction,———we_ ntuft reckon that 


of being enabled to preferve, and free 


it from corruptions, which the ruft of 


. 


time,——the abufes of men, and the 


natural tendency of all things to de- 
generacy, which are trufted to them, 
had from-titnetotime introduced intoit, 


Since the day in which this refor- - 
mation was began, by how many 


| flrangs 
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-ftrange and critical turns has it been 
"perfected and handed ‘down, if not, 
entirely without fpot or wrinkle,——at 


- leaft, without great blotches or marks 


Even the blow which was fuffered 
to fall upon it fhortly after, in that 
speriod where our hiftory looks fo un- — 

like herfelf, ftain’d, Mary, by thee, 
and disfigured with blood : —— can 
| one reflect upon it, without adoring 
the Providence.af Gop, which fo fpee- 
Aily fnatched :the {word of perfecution 
‘out of her hand,—making her reign 
as fhort as:it was mercilefs. 


N 4 aE 
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If Gop then made us,. as he did 
the Ifraelites, fuck honey out of the 
rock, and oil out of the flinty rock, 
how much more fignal was his mercy 
in giving them to us without money, 
without price, in thofe good days 
which followed, when a long and a 
wile reign was as neceffary to build up 
our church, asa fhort one was before 


to fave it from ruins.—— - 


—The bleffing was neceffary,— 


——and it was granted. —— 


Gop having multiplied the years of 
that‘renowned princefs to an uncom- 
mon number, giving her time; as well 
as a heart, to fix a wavering perfe- 
| cuted 


A — SS 
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cuted people, and fettle them upon - 
fuch foundation as muft make them 
happy ; the touch-ftone, by which 
they are to be tried, whom Gop has 
entrufted with the care of kingdoms. 


Bleffed be thy glorious name for 
ever and ever, in making that teft fo 
much eafier for the Britith, than other — 
princes of this earth ; whofe fubjeéts, 
whatever other changes they have felt, 
have feldom happened upon that of 
changing their mifery, and it is to be 
fcared, are never likely, fo long as they 
are kept fo ftrongly bound in. chains 
of darknefs,—and chains of power. 


From 
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- From both thefe kinds of evils, which 
are almof naturally connedéted toge- 
ther, Flow provideatial was our efcape | 
in the fucceeding reign, when all the 
choice blood was befpoke and prepa- 


eaione made to “ it up at ane 
facrifice. - 


‘I would not intermix the herrors of — 
ehat black projected feftival, with the 
glories of ¢his; or name the forrows 
of the next-reign, which ended in the 
fubverfion of our conftitution, “was it 
mot neceffary to purfue the thread of 
our deliverances through thofe times, 
_and remark ‘how nigh Gop’s Previ- 
oe was to us in them both, by pro- 
Bet techag 


SERMON VE 184 
tecting us from the one, in-as fignal q 
manner, as he reftored us from the 
other. . : 


' Indeed the latter. of them, mighe 
have been a joykfs matter af semem- 
brance to us at this day, had it not 
been confirmed a bleffing by a fuc- — 
eecdine efcape, which fealed end con- 
— veyed it fafe down tous: whether it: 
Was to correct an undue fenfe of for- 
mir bleffings,—-or to teach ‘us to re. 
flec&t upon the number -and value of 
them, by threatening us with the de- 
privation of them,—-we were fuffered, 
however, ‘to’ approsch the <ége of a 
— ‘where, if -Gop - had -not 
| raifed 
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raifed up a deliverer to lead us back 

——all had been loft: the arts of 
Jefuitry had decoy’d us forwards, or - 
if that had failed, we had been pufh’d 


down by open force, and our deftruc- ” 


tion had been inevitable. 


. The good confequences of that de- 
liverance are fuch, that it feemed as if 
‘God had fuffered- our waters, like 
thofe of Bethefda, to be troubled, to 
make them afterwards more healing to 
us; fince to the account of that day’s 
bleffing, we charge the enjoyment of 


every thing fince, worth a free man’s 


living for,—the revival of our li- 
berty, our religion ; the juft rights of 
| | our - 
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and the juft rights of 


and along with all, 


our kings, 
our people, 


that happy provifion for their conti- 
nuance, for which we are returning 


thanks to Gop this cay. 


Let us do it, I befeech you, in the 
way which becomes wife men, by pur-’ 
fuing the intentions of his bleflings, 
and making a better ufe of them than 
our forefathers, who fometimes feem’d 


to grow weary of their own happi- 


-nefs : let us rather thank Gop for 

the good land which he has given us ; | 
and when we begin to profper in it, 
-and have -built goodly hovfes and 
dwelt therein, ——and when our filver 


and 
9 


and our gold is multiplied, .and. all 
that we have is multiplied,, let the ins 
ftances of our virtue and benevolence 
be multiplied with them, that the 
great and mighty Gop, who is righte- | 
ous in all his ways, and holy in all his 
works, may in the laft day of account- 
ing with us, judge us worthy of: the 
mercies we have received. 


. Invain ase days fet apart to cele- 
brate. fuccefsful Gcecurrences, unlefs 
they influence a nation’s itrofals :——> 
a finful people can. never be grateful 
to Gov,———nor can they, properly 
fpeaking, be loyal to their prince 5 
they cannot te’ prateful to the one,-— 
7 — beeaufe 
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becaufe they live not under a fenfe of 
his mercies,—=—-nor can they be loyal 
to the other, becaufe they difengage 
the Ptevidence ef Gop from taking 
his part,———and then giving a heart- 
to his adverfaries to be intractable. — 


And therefore, what was faid by 
fome one, That every fin was a trea- 
fon againft the foul, may be applied 
here, 


That every wicked man is _ 
a traitor to his king and his country. 


_ And, whatever ftatefmen may write of 


the caufes of the rife and fall of na- 


_ tions;—for the contrary reafons, a good 


man will ever be found, to be the beft 
patriot and the beft fubject : and tho” 


an - 
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an individual may fay, What can my 
righteoufnefs profit a nation of men? 
it may be anfwered, That if it fhould 


fail of a bleffing here, 
one advantage at leaft, which is this, 


it will have — 


Tt will fave thy own foul; which 
may Gop grant. Amen. 
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